
Colours and their associations in 
English speaking countries

•  



 

Blue is considered the safest color choice around the 
world, since it has many positive associations. In 
North America and Europe blue represents trust, 
security, and authority, and is considered to be 
soothing and peaceful. But it can also represent 

depression, loneliness, and sadness (hence having 
“the blues”).

 



 

• Green represents luck, nature, freshness, spring, environmental 
awareness, wealth, inexperience, and jealousy (the “green-eyed 
monster”). Of course, green is an emblematic color for Ireland, 
which earned its nickname “The Emerald Isle” from its lush green 
landscapes.



 

• Red symbolizes excitement, energy, passion, action, love, 
and danger in Western cultures also it symbolizes good luck, 
joy, prosperity, celebration, happiness, and a long life. 
Because it’s such an auspicious color, brides often wear red 
on their wedding day and red envelopes containing money 
are given out during holidays and special occasions.



 

• In Western cultures, yellow is associated with 
happiness, cheeriness, optimism, warmth (as 
the color of sunlight), joy, and hope, as well as 
caution and cowardice



 

• Orange represents autumn, harvest, warmth, 
and visibility in Western cultures



 

• Purple is often associated with royalty, wealth, 
spirituality, and nobility, purple is also associated 
with piety and faith. It’s also a color of honor — 
the Purple Heart is the oldest military award still 
given to US military members.



 

• In Western cultures, white symbolizes purity, 
elegance, peace, and cleanliness; brides 
traditionally wear white dresses at their weddings



 

• black symbolizes sophistication and formality, 
but it also represents death, evil, mourning, 
magic, fierceness, illness, bad luck, and 
mystery
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