MoOST FAMOUS MUSEUMS AND ART GALLERIES
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The British

Museum, London

England
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Established in 1753, the British Museum in London is a museum
of human history and culture. Its collections, which number more
than seven million objects, are amongst the largest and most
comprehensive in the world and originate from all continents,
illustrating and documenting the story of human culture from its
beginnings to the present.

Rosetta Stone

Large-scale sculpture was an important feature of the great
temples and tombs of ancient Egypt and was believed to be
imbued with powerful spiritual qualities.
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The Uffizi Gallery in Florence, Italy, is one of the oldest and most famous art museums in
the world. It is housed in the Palazzo degli Uffizi which was constructed in the 16th
century as the offices for the Florentine magistrates. The collections of Renaissance
paintings and sculptures from classical antiquity are superb.

The Birth of Venus is
undoubtedly one of the

world’s most

famous and appreciated works
of art. It has become a
landmark of XV century Italian
painting, so rich in meaning
and allegorical references to
antiquity.




Le Louvre, Paris, France
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The Louvre in Paris is one of the world’s largest and most visited art museums in the
world. The museum opened in 1793 and is housed in the Louvre Palace, a former royal
palace. The famous glass pyramid which in the main courtyard of the Louvre Palace was
added in 1989 and serves as the main entrance to the museum.

The Winged Victory of Samothrace, also
called the Nike of Samothrace, is a
2nd-century BC marble sculpture of

the Greekgoddess Nike (Victory). Since
1884, it has been prominently displayed at
the Louvre and is one of the most
celebrated sculptures in the world. HW.
Janson described it as "the greatest
masterpiece of Hellenistic sculpture.”




The Prado museum, Madrid,
Sain
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One of the top museums in Spain, The Prado Museum in Madrid features some
of the best collections of European art, from the 12th century to the early 19th
century. The best known works on display at the museum are the Majas of Goya
(La Maja Vestida and La Maja Desnuda) and Las Meninas by Velazquez.

El Transito de la Virgen




The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York City
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art, also known as The Met, is an art museum located on
the eastern edge of Central Park in New York City. This massive gothic-style building,
originally opened in 1872 and with numerous expansions added on over time, holds
literally hundreds of rooms on its two floors, containing more than two million works of
art from across human history and around the world, covering virtually every field of art
in existence.

The Met's collection of musical instruments,
with about 5,000 examples of musical
instruments from all over the world, is
virtually unigue among major museums.
The collection began in 1889 with a
donation of several hundred instruments

by Lucy W. Drexel, but the department's
current focus came through donations over
the following years by Mary Elizabeth
Adams, wife of John Crosby Brown.




The Vatican
Museums, Vatican City, Italy




Founded by Pope Julius Il in the 6th century, the Vatican Museums inside the Vatican
City in Rome are among the best museums in the world. The museums are most
famous for the spiral staircase, the Raphael Rooms and the exquisitely decorated
Sistine Chapel. Today the ceiling, and especially The Last Judgment, are widely
believed to be Michelangelo’s crowning achievements in painting.
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The statue of Laocodn and His
Sons, also called the Laocodn
Group, has been one of the
most famous ancient sculptures
ever since it was excavated in
Rome in 1506 and placed on
public display in the Vatican,
where it remains.

i
|
E
v

W

2
ot
&l

e

—=

~&

Y
-~y




Useful links

Dictionaries and encyclopedias
* https://en.wikipedia.org/

Pictures
* https://www.google.ru/search



The end



