
Modal verbs



Modals (also called modal verbs, modal 
auxiliary verbs, modal auxiliaries) are special 

verbs which behave irregularly in English. They 

are different from normal verbs like "work, play, 

visit..." They are used to indicate modality. They 

give additional information about the function of 

the main verb that follows it. They have a great 

variety of communicative functions.







• Modal verbs do not take "-s" in the third 

person.

Examples:

                     He can  speak Chinese.

                     She should  be here by 9:00.



• They are followed directly by the infinitive of 

another verb (without 'to'). 

Examples:

                      I should eat healthier. 

                      I might work tomorrow.



• You use not to make modal verbs negative.

Examples:

                    He should not be late.

                     They might not come to the party.



• They make questions by inversion

Examples:

                      She can go ---  Can she go?

                      He should stop smoking 

                   --- Should he stop smoking? 


