
Mount Etna



•A volcano is a rupture on the crust of a planetary-mass 
object, such as Earth, that allows hot lava, volcanic ash, 
and gases to escape from a magma chamber below the 
surface



•Mount Etna is an active stratovolcano on the east coast of 
Sicily, Italy, in the Province of Catania, between Messina and 
Catania. It lies above the convergent plate margin between the 
African Plate and the Eurasian Plate. It is the tallest active 
volcano on the European continent, currently 3,329 m (10,922 
ft) high, though this varies with summit eruptions. It is the 
highest mountain in Italy south of the Alps. Etna covers an area 
of 1,190 km2 (459 sq mi) with a basal circumference of 140 km. 
This makes it by far the largest of the three active volcanoes in 
Italy, being about two and a half times the height of the next 
largest, Mount Vesuvius. Only Mount Teide in Tenerife 
surpasses it in the whole of the European–North-African 
region. In Greek Mythology, the deadly monster Typhon was 
trapped under this mountain by Zeus, the god of the sky and 
thunder and king of gods, and the forges of Hephaestus were 
said to also be located underneath it.



Etna with the city of Catania in the foreground





Etna's 2002 eruption, 
photographed from 
the ISS



• A lateral 
crater of 
the 
2002-2003 
eruption 
near the 
Torre del 
Filosofo, 
about 
450 m 
(1,480 ft) 
below 
Etna's 
summit.


