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Fate that once
denied him,

And envy that once
decried him,

And malice that
belied him,




Poe Toaster

Tell-tale letdown: Poe visitor
again a no-show

For second time in 60 years, visitor stays away; other fans continue roses-and-cognac ritual

BALTIMORE — Telltale hearts beat with anticipation during a rainy, midnight
dreary and beyond, hoping the mysterious visitor to Edgar Allan Poe's grave would

return after a one-year absence.

But once again, the unknown person who for decades has left three roses and a half-
empty bottle of cognac at Poe's grave on the anniversary of the writer's birth failed to
appear Wednesday, fueling speculation that he may have died.

Four impostors came and went overnight. The real one never showed. Around 5
a.m., the dozen Poe fans who were left began to wonder if the eerie ritual is indeed
nevermore, so they walked to Poe's tombstone and performed their own tribute by

leaving roses and drinking a cognac toast.

A fascinating tradition that ran for some 60 years and was never fully explained

appears to have ended at the downtown Westminster Hall and Burying Ground.

"I think we can safely say it's not car trouble, and he's not sick," said Jeff Jerome,

curator of the Poe House and Museum. "This doesn't look good."
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Russian
Symbolists

@ His poetry, closer than
any other challenge to
our complex and patient
soul, is the embodiment
of the royal
consciousness, which
with the horror looks at
the inevitability of a wild
chaos surrounding it
from every quarter.

Konstantin Balmont
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