


My aim is to learn

◆ more about the history of Christmas

◆ More about Christmas traditions

◆ About symbolz of Christmas



Christmas
◆ Christmas is a religious 

holiday which symbolizes 
the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Christmas Day is the most 

popular holiday in Britain. It 
is celebrated on December, 

25th . On this day many 
people go to church, open 
their Christmas presents,  
eat a Christmas dinner of 

roast turkey and Christmas 
pudding. Many people watch 

the Queen’s Christmas 
broadcast on TV. This day is 
a traditional family reunion 

day and special day for 
children. 



Christmas Eve
◆ Christmas Eve is on 

24th of December. 
On this day 

everybody is very 
busy and in hurry.  
Offices close at 1 

o’clock, but the 
shops stay open late.



Christmas Traditions
◆ In Britain people 

have many 
interesting 

Christmas traditions. 
Here are: listen to 
the short stories 

about trees, 
presents and other 

Christmas traditions.



Trees and Presents
◆ People began to 
celebrate Christmas 

many, many years ago. 
They began to decorate 
the evergreen tree and 
give presents to each 
other. They placed a 

large shining star at the 
top of the Christmas 
tree and many bright 

shining balls (red, blue, 
yellow, green, silver) 
from top to bottom. 



Boxing Day
◆ Boxing day comes 
after Christmas Day. 
It is on the 26th of 

December. People do 
not go to work on 

that day. They visit 
friends or go to the 
theatre. Everybody 
gives and receives 

Christmas cards and 
Christmas boxes.



Christmas Stockings
◆ In the evening of the 

24th of December  
children hang their 

Christmas stockings on  
fireplaces, on their 

beds, put them under 
the Christmas tree. 

Father Christmas (Santa 
Claus) puts presents into 

them. A  Christmas 
stocking is not a real 
stocking. It is big and 
beautifully decorated.



Christmas Pudding
◆ Christmas pudding  was 

firstly made many, many 
years ago. Now it is the 
highlight of Christmas 
dinner. Children often 

put holly on the pudding. 
Traditionally a coin is 

placed into the pudding. 
It brings good luck to a 

person who finds it.



Holly
◆ Holly is an evergreen  plant 

with sharp-pointed leaves and 
red berries. You already know 

that people put holly on 
Christmas pudding. They also 
use holly to decorate their 

homes. It is a very old 
tradition. Long ago people 
began to put holly in their 
homes during the dark cold 

winters. They liked to look at 
holly and think about the 

spring and the sun.



Mistletoe 
◆ Mistletoe is an 
evergreen plant with 

small leaves and 
small white berries. 
On Christmas Eve  

there is a bunch of 
mistletoe in every 
house. Under this 

bunch boys kiss girls.



Wreath

◆ People usually 
decorate their doors 

with wreath. 



Robin
◆ Many years ago postmen 

had bright red coats. 
They looked like robins. 

At Christmas they 
brought many Christmas 
cards. And people began 
to think about a robin as 

a Christmas bird. You 
can see it on almost 

every Christmas card.



Candles and  Crackers
◆ On Christmas Eve people 

like to light candles. If 
there are children in the 
family, they often have 

Christmas crackers. 
When you pull a cracker 

it makes a bang and 
inside there is usually a 
Christmas hat, a small 

toy and a piece of paper 
with a joke on it.



Christmas Flags
◆ Before Christmas 

children make small 
flags. On these flags 

they paint British, 
American, French, 

German, Finnish  and 
other flags. They 

hang Christmas flags 
on the Christmas 

tree or Decorate the 
room with them.



Father Christmas ( Santa Claus)

◆ You know already that 
Father Christmas  

(Santa Claus) comes into 
children’s homes on 

Christmas Eve. He has a 
white beard and red and 

white clothes.  He is 
always merry. They say 

he comes from the 
North Pole. He brings 

presents for the 
children.



Who was he?
◆ Father Christmas is based on a real person, St 

Nicolas. He was a very shy man and wanted to 
give money to poor people without them 

knowing about it. It is said that one day, he 
climbed the roof of a house and dropped a 

purse of money down the chrimney. It landed 
in the stocking which a girl had put to dry by 
fire! This may explain thebelief thet Father 

Christmas comes down the chimney and places 
gifts in children’s stockings.



History of Father Christmas in 
England

◆ Father Christmas was originally part of 
an old English midwinter festival, 

normally dressed in green, a sign of the 
spring. Santa Claus, the man we know 

today dressed in red, become known in 
England during the 1870’s. His name 
comes from the Dutch name for St 

Nicolas which is Sinter Klaas.



What happens before Christmas 
Day?

◆ In shops or at children’s parties, 
someone dresses up as Father Christmas 
and gives small presents to children and 

ask them what gifts rhey want for 
Christmas.



How do children write to Father 
Christmas?

◆ Children write letters to Father 
Christmas to tell him what they would 
like for Christmas. Some children will 

send their letters by post or e-mail but 
the more traditional way is to throw the 
letters into the back of the fireplace. 

The draught then carries the letters up 
the chimney to Father Christmas.



What happens on Christmas Eve?

◆ On Christmas eve Father Christmas piles all 
of the toys into his sleigh and rides across 

the sky with his reindeers. The most famous 
one is Rudolf, the reindeer at the front eho 

leads the way his red nose. 
◆ He enters our houses down the chimney at 

midnight and placespresents for the children 
in stockings or bags by their beds or in front 
of the family Christmas tree.



Mince Pies

◆ Mince pies are small 
round pies. Children 
like these sweet pies 

very much.



European Christmas Song Contest

◆ The European 
Christmas Song 
Contest is held 
during Yuletide. 

Singers from Britain, 
France, Italy and 
other European 
countries sing 

Christmas songs.



Questions
  1) Christmas is celebrated on
         A) May 23rd  
         B) July 2nd  
         C) December 25th 

   2) What colours are the traditional  of Christmas?
   3) Boxing day comes 
         A) after Christmas Day
         B) after  Valentine’s Day
         C) after Independence Day 
   4) What are traditional Christmas decorations?
   5) A «stocking» means
         A) носок
         B) чулок
         С) валенок
  



 6)…comes into children’s homes on Christmas Eve (in Britain).
         A) Ded Mazai 
         B) Ded Moroz 
         C) Santa Claus
 7) What is a traditional Christmas decorations?
  8) On the European Christmas Song Contest singers sing 
        A) Christmas songs
        B) Pop songs
        C) Ditties
  9) Is Father Christmas based on a real person?

  10) What is the name of the most famous reindeer of Father Christmas?

  11) How do children write to Father Christmas?

 12)                          What does symbolize this picture? 
                               



MERRY CHRISTMAS!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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