Galileo Galilei -

Astronomer
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Childhood & Early Life




Discoveries



Earth's orbit

Shortly after the telescope was
invented in the Netherlands, Galli
fashioned his own from makeshift
spectacle lenses. He learned How
to make increasingly powerful
telescopes, which he eventual
used to monitor the §Qlar phase
the planet Venus. Afternoticing
Venus went through sim“ﬂgr phases
to the moon, he concludedthe sun =

. g arth ,
must be the central point of the~. P
solar system, not the Earth as was . 3 i
previously assumed. B -

0]

Venus
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Saturn's rings

Galileo Galilei was the first to observe ‘
Saturn with a telescope in1610. Be
the crudeness of his teléscope,
determine what the' rings wer
incorrectly guessdd that there
large moons on elther side of Satu
years later when he viewed Satur 1 ag
the "moons" had disappeared. We knao
this is because Gallleb\was viewing the rlngs
edge-on so that they were invisible, but at
the time it was very confuéMo Galileo.
After another two years, Galileo viewed
Saturn again and found that the "moons™ p S —

had returned. He concluded that the rings s —
were "arms" of some sort.
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