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THE FIFTH SACRED THING IS A 
1993 POST-APOCALYPTIC 
NOVEL WRITTEN 
BY STARHAWK. 

THE TITLE REFERS TO 
THE CLASSICAL 
ELEMENTS OF FIRE, EARTH, AI
R, AND WATER, PLUS THE 
FIFTH ELEMENT, SPIRIT, 
ACCESSIBLE WHEN ONE HAS 
BALANCED THE OTHER FOUR.



STARHAWK (BORN MIRIAM 
SIMOS ON JUNE 17, 1951) 
IS AN AMERICAN WRITER 
AND ACTIVIST. 

SHE IS KNOWN AS A 
THEORIST OF FEMINIST 
NEOPAGANISM AND ECOFE
MINISM.

ECOFEMINISM IS A TERM THAT LINKS 
FEMINISM WITH ECOLOGY. ITS 
ADVOCATES SAY THAT 
PATERNALISTIC/CAPITALISTIC SOCIETY 
HAS LED TO A HARMFUL SPLIT 
BETWEEN NATURE AND CULTURE. 



THE NOVEL DESCRIBES A WORLD SET IN THE YEAR 2048 AFTER A 
CATASTROPHE WHICH HAS FRACTURED THE UNITED STATES INTO 
SEVERAL NATIONS. 
THE PROTAGONISTS LIVE IN SAN FRANCISCO AND HAVE EVOLVED IN THE 
DIRECTION OF ECOTOPIA, REVERTING TO A SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY, 
USING WIND POWER, LOCAL AGRICULTURE, AND THE LIKE. SAN 

FRANCISCO IS PRESENTED AS A MOSTLY PAGAN CITY WHERE THE STREETS 
HAVE BEEN TORN UP FOR GARDENS AND STREAMS, NO ONE STARVES OR 
IS HOMELESS, AND THE CITY'S DEFENSE COUNCIL CONSISTS PRIMARILY 
OF NINE ELDERLY WOMEN WHO "LISTEN AND DREAM"



THE STORY IS TOLD FROM THE POINTS OF VIEW OF 
98-YEAR-OLD MAYA, HER NOMINAL 
GRANDDAUGHTER MADRONE, AND HER 
GRANDSON BIRD. THROUGH THESE AND OTHER 
CHARACTERS, THE STORY EXPLORES MANY 
ELEMENTS FROM ECOFEMINISM AND ECOTOPIAN 
FICTION.



IN THIS UTOPIA THE STREETS HAVE BEEN DUG UP AND ARE REPLACED 
WITH GARDENS AND FRUIT TREES. EVERY HOUSE IS EQUIPPED WITH A 
SMALL GARDEN PLOT. THE FOOD IS AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE AND 
ACCESS TO FOOD IS NOT LIMITED BY MONEY, POWER, OR OWNERSHIP. 
THE ONLY REMNANTS OF THE PAVEMENT THAT ONCE EXISTED ARE 
NARROW PATHS FOR WALKING, CYCLING, OR ROLLERBLADING. THE CITY 
IS DEPICTED AS A BEAUTIFUL TOWN WHERE EVERYTHING IS SHARED YET 
NOTHING IS LACKING.




