
“BLACK CAT”



EDGAR ALLAN PO. SHORT 
BIOGRAPHY. 
Edgar Allan Poe was an American writer, editor, and literary critic. Poe is best known 
for his poetry and short stories, particularly his tales of mystery and the macabre. He 
is widely regarded as a central figure of Romanticism in the United States and of 
American literature as a whole, and he was one of the country's earliest practitioners 
of the short story. He is generally considered the inventor of the detective fiction 
genre and is further credited with contributing to the emerging genre of science 
fiction. He was the first well-known American writer to earn a living through writing 
alone, resulting in a financially difficult life and career.



EDGAR ALLAN PO. SHORT 
BIOGRAPHY. 
Poe was born in Boston, the second child of actors David and Elizabeth "Eliza" 
Arnold Hopkins Poe. His father abandoned the family in 1810, and his mother died 
the following year. Thus orphaned, the child was taken in by John and Frances Allan 
of Richmond, Virginia. They never formally adopted him, but he was with them well 
into young adulthood. Tension developed later as John Allan and Edgar Poe 
repeatedly clashed over debts, including those incurred by gambling, and the cost of 
Poe's secondary education. He attended the University of Virginia but left after a year 
due to lack of money.



POE’S LITERARY WORKS
Poe's best known fiction works are Gothic, adhering to the genre's conventions to 
appeal to the public taste. His most recurring themes deal with questions of death, 
including its physical signs, the effects of decomposition, concerns of premature 
burial, the reanimation of the dead, and mourning. Many of his works are generally 
considered part of the dark romanticism genre, a literary reaction to 
transcendentalism which Poe strongly disliked. He referred to followers of the 
transcendental movement as "Frog-Pondians", after the pond on Boston Common, 
and ridiculed their writings as "metaphor—run mad," lapsing into "obscurity for 
obscurity's sake" or "mysticism for mysticism's sake". 



POE’S LITERARY WORKS
▪ Poe once wrote in a letter to Thomas Holley Chivers that he did not dislike 

Transcendentalists, "only the pretenders and sophists among them“ Beyond horror, 
Poe also wrote satires, humor tales, and hoaxes. For comic effect, he used irony and 
ludicrous extravagance, often in an attempt to liberate the reader from cultural 
conformity. "Metzengerstein" is the first story that Poe is known to have published 
and his first foray into horror, but it was originally intended as a burlesque 
satirizing the popular genre. Poe also reinvented science fiction, responding in his 
writing to emerging technologies such as hot air balloons in "The Balloon-Hoax".



“THE BLACK CAT” 
▪ ‘The Black Cat’ was first published in August 1843 in the Saturday Evening Post. It’s 

one of Poe’s shorter stories and one of his most disturbing, focusing on cruelty 
towards animals, murder, and guilt, and told by an unreliable narrator who’s rather 
difficult to like. 



“THE BLACK CAT”
The reader is shown in the opening paragraph that he should not trust the narrator to 
deliver the true events of the story.  The narrator admits throughout the story that his 
bad habits, namely alcoholism,  lead to his irrational state of mind.  His alcoholism 
was the root of his downfall.  While intoxicated, the narrator mutilated his favorite 
pet, Pluto, causing the cat to become terrified of his master.  The alienation of his cat 
gave the narrator even more cause to become mentally unstable. The hanging of his 
cat shows how the narrator has become obsessed with doing evil things for the sake 
of their evilness.  This evilness is linked to his alcoholism.  The narrator was 
most-likely in a drunken state when he hung his cat, which only infuriated his 
temper.  This separation of friends had a huge effect on the narrator’s deadly temper.  
His temper is such that anything that slightly annoyed him caused him to go into fits 
of rage.



“THE BLACK CAT” 
Several crucial points may be distinguished here:
▪ 1. The atmosphere is created in the best traditions of gothic style
▪ 2. The ending of the story is clear, but still many things remain between the lines or 

even “behind the scenes”. The remaining mystery gives food for thoughts.
▪ 3. The absence of judgments. So, the author shows but does not impose his 

conclusions on a reader. It makes the narrative more objective.
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