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Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev signed a decree Oct. 

26 to change the existing Kazakh alphabet to Latin-based script. 
The corresponding document was published Oct. 27 on the Akorda 
website.

“In order to ensure the transition of the Kazakh alphabet from 
Cyrillic letters to Latin ones, I decree to approve the attached 
alphabet of the Kazakh language based on the Latin script. The 
government of Kazakhstan is to set up a national commission to 
change the Kazakh alphabet to Latin script, organise a gradual 
switch to Latin script by 2025 and take other measures to 
implement this decree, including those of an organisational and 
legislative nature,” the document reads.

Kazakhstan to switch to Latin alphabet by 
2025
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The version of the alphabet 

approved by the Decree
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The decree, prepared by the working group, went into 

effect immediately. Control over its execution is assigned to 
the presidential administration.

The new alphabet consists of 32 letters. Letters of the old 
Cyrillic alphabet will be replaced by Latin analogues based 
on their phonetic similarity. Nine characters with apostrophes 
will be incorporated to signify hissing syllables as well as 
distinct Kazakh vowels.

About new alphabet
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Earlier, other versions of the alphabet were suggested. 

The first incorporated digraphs – a group of two successive 
letters representing a single sound – among other 
possibilities. The second, as the Akorda reported, took into 
account the suggestions “received during the public 
discussions.”

About version of the 
alphabet
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Kazakhstan President Orders Transition to 
Latin-based Alphabet

Kazakhstan’s President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev inked 
an executive order on Friday 
telling his government to 
prepare the Kazakh alphabet 
for a transition to Latin letters 
from Cyrillic ones by 2025.
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Nazarbayev announced his intention to switch from the 

Cyrillic-based alphabet to Latin script in April 2012. At the same 
time, the head of state commissioned developing the schedule of 
measures needed to implement the language reform by the end of 
2017. Books, official documentation and periodicals related to the 
political and cultural agenda are all subject to mandatory 
transformation. The process of preparing educational materials and 
specialists, according to the president, should begin next year.

Previously, Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev instructed 
the government to start the preparatory work on the transition to 
Latin script by 2025 and  "The task of transition to the Latin script 
caused a resonance among our foreign partners,“.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev said
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Kazakhs used Arabic script from the 10th-20th centuries. The 

Kazakh language was based on Latin script in 1929-1940. The 
transition to the Cyrillic alphabet occurred in 1940. The Latin 
alphabet is currently used by most Kazakh diasporas abroad.

a brief history of the alphabet



🙢
This is not the first time that we experience this upgrade: 

in 20-30 years of the twentieth century 50 languages from 72 
languages of the USSR were translated into Latin. The Head 
of state noted, that the main thing is to create conditions for 
the further development of the Kazakh language and its 
inclusion in the global information space.  

The President also noted that the transition of Kazakh 
language to the Latin alphabet will not affect other languages, 
including the language of interethnic communication. The use 
of the Russian language in the Cyrillic alphabet remains 
unchanged and will function as before.

А multi-step process of transition of Kazakh alphabet 
to Latin graphics starts.
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Latin graphics



🙢

Thank you for attention!!!!!


