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WORDS EASILY CONFUSED

University studies

Students who attend university in the UK start with undergraduate studies, which are usually the
studies towards a bachelor’s degree [a first degree at university]. They follow a programme of different
modules [parts of the university course]. They usually have to complete a certain number of credits each
year. For example, if the students need 180 credits, they might take two modules of

60 credits each, and their dissertation [long piece of writing] might be worth another 60 credits. When
they have graduated [completed their bachelor’s degree], students become graduates.

If they want to continue their university education, students can begin postgraduate studies. The
first stage of this would be a master’s degree, and aft er that they can do a PhD (doctor of philosophy)
(the highest university degree]. Postgraduate studies require students to specialise in a particular field,

and they often do research. They usually have to write another dissertation (for a master’s degree)

or a thesis (for a PhD).



People, places, and types of classes

A university campus A lecture theatre A tutorial

If you visit a university campus, you’ll see a

I lecture theatre (or a lecture hall). During lectures,

| students listen to a lecturer and take notes. Some

| modules have seminars where smaller groups
discuss the subject in detail. The academic staff
[people who teach] might also include tutors, who
teach students individually or in small groups, in

| sessions called tutorials. Many students live on

| campus in halls of residence (or halls).
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Language

An undergraduate (student) or undergrad is
a student studying for their bachelor’s degree.

A postgraduate (student) or postgrad is a

student studying for their master’s or a PhD.

Notice that postgraduate and undergraduate
can be used as nouns or adjectives.




APPLYING FOR A PROGRAMME

To apply for one of our Tuition fees® should be Visit our student union’
postgraduate programmes, check  paid at the beginning of page to find out more
the entry requirementsonthe  the academicyear. Toapply about student societies
programme page. Then clickhere  for a student loan® and clubs.

to submit your application. or a scholarship® click here.
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I- In what order do these things happen? The first

and last one have been numbered for you.
| How To BECOME A DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC
I A At the end of the first term, you write a brilliant

d n § term paper and get outstanding grades.
I0 B You become a university lecturer and continue
S V¢ ¢ L publishing research papers.
¢ C At the end of the first academic year, you have

I
I
I
I
' [
I
I the highest grade-point average in your year. I
You get a scholarship. [
| D You continue your research and do a PhD. I
E You decide to do a postgraduate course.
I F You get a place at university. You are now an |
[ undergraduate. A rich uncle agrees to pay I
your university fees.
| GYou get an MA or MSc. |
I H You graduate. You get your first degree.
You are now a BA or BSc. [
| 7 | Youapply to a university. I
J Your PhD thesis gets published in an academic
I journal. |
| J
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| Students must pay a regulation/registration/ [ financial support within the U K |

I bursary fee of £100 when they start their course. 1/, : : -l

e How to apply for financial support
Stella’s just completed her Bachelor of Arts [ . . |

[ : : . ]| * Contact your 1) ccccccussceusesess education authority (LEA)
certificate/diploma/degree with honours/marks/ | for a(n) 2) form. You can also apply online at | |

I points and is thinking about doing a Master’s. [ www.financial_support.org.

I The survey showed that 80% of adults who did = | | * Complete the application and retum it to your LEA by | I
not go on to higher/upper/advanced education I | post. Make sure you provide all the 3) ..c.cuusesessess details. | |
wish they had. I Applications are 10 be 4) ....cueururessanas by 31st August. I

| \¢ 1 get the job in Erance, 'l probably do'a first/ : | | ¢ The application form also asks whether you want to take

| junior/refresher course in French. | [ L loar. I

| We'll be awarded/appointed/assigned our [ Payment : . ey [

: degrees at a graduation ceremony. [ * Your LEA will say if you are 6) .....csmsessenne to financial |

] I support. If you are not awarded the full amount of your
e T ssisissivisiniag fees, they will inform you how much you | |
have to contribute. I
I * Contributions can either be paid as a(n) 8) ...cccrusserarasass
I sum, or you can usually arrange to pay in instalments. [
L N _d I



PRACTICE

Q e scholarship e tuition fees e internship

—

e [oans e debt

.............................. programmes are the ideal way to
find out what it's really like working for a company.
British universities can charge ............ccceeenee of
up to £9,000 per year.

Many university students have to take out
....................... in order to finance their studies.
Sam was told that a full sports ........c.............
would cover all his university and living expenses.
Most university students get part-time jobs in
order to avoid getting into ...........cccceeuee. ;

e terms e breaks e timetable

Only seniors at my school are allowed outside
school grounds during lunch ...,
The school year in the UK is generally divided into
] (= - L e .

I've just been given my .......ccccceveviieeeennn. -l can't
believe I've got a double maths period on Friday

_________J

afternoon!
N S I IS S . :__m




PRACTICE

;ﬁ_______________________

I Choose the correct option to complete each sentence.

I

1 This undergraduate credit field lasts four years. :

" 2 To complete the year students need 180 lectures / credits / modules. 60 of these are for the thesis.

| 3 Afterthree years, you will research / credit / graduate with a bachelor’s degree. I

| 4 My master’s field / credit / dissertation on modern English literature was 120 pages long. [
I
I
I

5 Dr Lewis has been doing research/ thesis/ field into dolphin behaviour and has made a very
important discovery.

6 Lucy is an expert in the field / programme / research of ancient history and has just completed

her PhD on Greek art.




PRACTICE

Correct the mistakes in these sentences.

__________1

nance
1 There are two types of student'uniens: student loans and scholarships.
2 You must pay your entry requirements by 17th September.

3 Agreat way of meeting new people on campus is to join some of the student scholarships and clubs.

L

4 The admissions office helps current students with their problems and life on campus.

= 5 Before you submit your application, read the student loan thoroughly.
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| Students must pay a regulation/registration/ | financial support within the U K ! |
I bursary fee of £100 when they start their course. g e = 3 = [
Stella’s just completed her Bachelor of Arts [ L o LY : : I
| , ; , [ ®  Contact your 1) ..ccceessessenens education authority (LEA)
certificate/diploma/degree with honours/marks/ | TORA(N)2) sitianssssnnmuasine form. You can also apply online at | [
I points and is thinking about doing a Master’s. | I www.financial_support.org. |
| The survey showed that 80% of adultswhodid _ | | * Complete the application and retum it to your LEA by I
not go on to higher/upper/advanced education I | post. Make sure you provide all the 3) ....ccceususesssnes details. | |
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LISTENING

T YTV RPT Y, TN SR T T TN
CEERT) You're going to hear a radio programme

Iabout famous people who got poor exam results,

IMatch speakers 1-4 to statements A-E. There is I
one extra statement that you do not need.

IA People with certain learning difficulties find certain I
types of exam tasks difhicult.

IB Talented people may not be interested in what is I

[ taught at school [

IC Teachers do not give personal attention to unusual I
students.

Io Pupils with problems could be helped more |

I effectively if classes were not so large
E Original thinking does not help you to do well

[
| inexams. I
I

I | 2 3 4



WRITING TASK 1

The school is soon over and | haven’t decided yet what |
want to do after it. Maybe | will apply for a university, but |
don’t know what | want to do with my life...

Is it bad that | don’t know what to do with my life at 18
years old? Have you decided what you want to do after
school? Would you like to go to university anotmhv”

,\17/




