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' ‘cﬂ.%sﬁﬂe‘\)varriors in battle a
i ﬁ'\;ﬁ “feasts and.amusements. Th
ic fB, wulf, is a stronﬁourageous,

i,sh,'ﬁr‘Bqﬁ'f and*honest manNgle defends
ple _a_gainSt {he‘unfriendly forces of natur
d becomes the most be’bved and kindest ki

of gOC\d against evil. Beowulf fights not
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Although Beowulf was a Jute and his home is

t The Song of Beowulf.is.an
English ; social conditions it depicted are
Enghsh oth the form and the SJomt of the poem
_  are English. The poem is a true piece of English

| Ilterature\ The poem is compose&wﬂh great skill.
The author u@%many Wld words and descriptive

phraﬁs It is n‘@t 0

only, khe subj ect of the poem
that interests us ‘{c’also its style. Beowulf is one
of the early mastFpleces of the Anglo-Saxon or
Old English language. The poem is famous for its
metaphors. For instance, the poet calls the sea
"the swan's road", the body — "the bone-house”,

a warrior — "a heroin-battle", etc.
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| i miggt ture came mght after night.
they were al sleepingias Fe and death reigned in the

| f”ghthI monster called reat hall. For twelve winters
\Gre del broke into the haII ', Grendel B e raids

continued.

iors, and carried off/
ies to devour =~ At i st the rumor of Grendel and

e his'horrible deeds crossed over
the sea and reached Beowulf who

~was a man of immense strength
and courage. When he heard the

story, Beowulf decided to fight the

monster and free the Danes. With
fourteen companions he crossed

the sea
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They all withdraw after the king has warned
Beowulf of the frightful danger of sleeping in the
hall. Beowulf stays in the hall with his warriors,
saying proudly that since weapons cannot harm

the monster, he will wrestle with him
barehanded.

BeowulF




Breaking into the hall, Grendel seizes one of the '
sleepers and deyours him. Then he approaches .
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Beowulf and strétches out a claw, only to find it |, |\

clutched in algrip of steel. A sudden terror ~ #«!

-strikes the mon er'ssheart. He roars, struggles,

tries to free hisjarm;.but Beowulf leaps to his

= feet ant y-barehanded. After
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Beowulf hangs the huge arm
with its terrible claws over the
king's seat; the Danes rejoice
in Beowulf's victory. When
night falls, a great feast is
spread in Heorot. Beowulf
receives rich presents,
everybody is happy. The Danes
once more go to sleep in the
great hall. At midnight comes
another monster, mother of
Grendel, who wants to
revenge her son. She seizes
the king's best friend and
councilor and rushes away
with him over the fens. The old
king is broken-hearted, but
Beowulf tries to console him




Then Beowulf prepares for a new
fight. He plunges into the horrible
place, while his companions wait for
him on the shore. After a terrible
fight at the bottom of the sea in the
cave where the monsters live,
Beowulf kills the she-monster with a
magic sword which he finds in the
cave. The hero returns to Heorot,
where the Danes are already
mourning for him, thinking him
dead. Triumphantly Beowulf returns
to his native land.
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Wiglaf, the only of his warriors who had the

.cou stand by him in his last fight, to the dragon's ca
for the treasures. Beowulf dies, leaving the treasures to t

vﬁeople ¢







