
PETER NORTON



▣ Peter Norton (born 
November 14, 1943) is 
an American 
programmer, software 
publisher, author, and 
philanthropist. He is 
best known for the 
computer programs 
and books that bear 
his name and portrait. 
Norton sold his PC 
software business to 
Symantec 
Corporation in 1990.



▣ Career 
Norton was born in Aberdeen, Washington and 
raised in Seattle. He attended Reed College in 
Portland, Oregon, graduating in 1965. Before 
discovering microcomputers, he spent a dozen 
years working on mainframes and 
minicomputers for companies including Boeing 
and Jet Propulsion Laboratory.



When the IBM PC made 
its debut in 1981, Norton 
was among the first to 
buy one. After he was 
laid off during an 
aerospace industry 
cutback, he took up 
microcomputer 
programming to make 
ends meet. One day he 
accidentally erased a file.



▣ In 1985, Norton Computing 
produced the Norton 
Editor, a programmer's text 
editor created by Stanley 
Reifel, and Norton Guides, 
a TSR program which 
showed reference 
information for assembly 
language and other IBM PC 
internals, but could also 
display other reference 
information compiled into 
the appropriate file format. 
Norton Commander, a file 
managing tool for DOS, 
was introduced in 1986.



▣ In September 1983, 
Norton started work on 
The Peter Norton 
Programmer's Guide to 
the IBM PC.

▣ In March 1990, Norton 
Computing released the 
Norton Backup 
program dedicated to 
backing up and 
restoring hard disks. 
Norton Utilities for the 
Macintosh was 
launched in July.



▣ In 1996 Norton helped 
produce an edition of Brian 
Eno's Oblique Strategies 
cards for distribution to his 
friends and colleagues. 

In 2002, Acorn Technologies 
lured Norton out of a 
10-year business 
hibernation. Norton has a 
"significant investment" in 
the company and serves as 
Chairman of Acorn's board 
of directors.

Norton is also chairman of 
eChinaCash, a company he 
founded in 2003. Posner is 
CEO.


