AGRICULTURE IN CANADA




INTRODUCTION

* Canada 1s one of the largest agricultural producers and
exporters in the world. As with other developed nations, the
proportion of the population and GDP devoted to agriculture
fell dramatically over the 20th century but it remains an
important element of the Canadian economy. A wide range
of agriculture 1s practised in Canada, from sprawling wheat
fields of the prairies to summer produce of the Okanagan
valley. In the federal government, overview of Canadian
agriculture 1s the responsibility of the Department of
Agriculture and Agri-Food.




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND
AGRI-FOOD
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MAJOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

* Various factors affect the socio-economic characteristics of
Canadian agriculture. The 2006 Census of Agriculture listed
seven: Quantity and type of farms; Biogeography: crop and
land use areas; land management practices; Quantity of
livestock and poultry; Agricultural engineering: Farm
machinery and equipment; Farm capital; Farm operating
expenses and receipts; Farm-related injuries.




Early in the 21st century, Canadian agronomists were aware of 48
"primary grain, vegetable and fruit crops", based on surface area and
value. In 2007, the Canadian Federation of Agriculture broke down into
five primary "production sectors" Canadian agriculture according to
cash receipts: :

grains and oilseeds: 34%
red meats — livestock: 24%
dairy: 12%

horticulture: 9%

poultry and eggs: 8%




CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

The Department of Agriculture set out in the British North America Act of 1867
(BNA) states each province may have jurisdiction over agricultural concerns, as
well as the Dominion Government may also make law in regard to agriculture.
Newfoundland agricultural affairs were dealt with by the Agricultural Division
of the Department of Natural Resources at Confederation.

The BNA states that the federal Government has sole authority in coastal and
inland fishery matters. Provinces have rights over non-tidal waters and fishing
practices there only.




AGRICULTURAL GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS OF CANADA

Agriculture and Agl‘i—FOOd Canada Responsible for policies governing agriculture production, farming
income, research and development, inspection, and the regulation of

animals and plants. Headed by the Minister of Agriculture (Canada).

Canadian Dairy Commission Responsible for providing dairy producers a fair return for labour and
investment and provide consumers with high quality dairy products.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency CFIA consolidates the delivery of all federal food, animal and plant
health inspection programs.

Canadian Grain Commission Responsible for the grain industry. Headed by the Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-food

Fisheries and Oceans Canada Responsibility for the conservation and sustainable use of Canada's
fisheries resources.

National Farm Products Council Responsible for promoting efficient and competitive agriculture in
Canada and oversees the Canadian Egg Marketing Agency, Canadian

Turkey Marketing Agency, Chicken Farmers of Canada and Canada
Hatching Egg Producers.
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TRADE

The marketing and economic movement of Canada's various agriculture
commodities has been a challenge. Domestic trade encompasses providing
goods within Canada provincially and inter-provincial. Support agencies and
services such as storage, railways, warehouses, stores, banking institutions all
affect domestic trade. Trade of wheat from the Canada's prairies are monitored
by the Canadian Wheat Board. Canada's depression of 1882-1897 brought a
low of 64%i cents per bushel ($24/t) as of 1893. This era during Laurier's
administration saw thousands of homesteads cancelled. Wheat prices soared
during World War I. In 1928, Canada exported high quantities of wheat, flour,
and goods. The depression took its toll on Canada as exports sunk to
approximately 40% of their 1928 amount. European markets stopped needing
to import Canadian wheat as they started growing their own varieties, and then
World War II events put a blockade on trade to European markets.




Canada became more of an industrial
entity during the time of this industrial
revolution, and less of an agricultural
nation. Following World War II the
United Kingdom entered into contract
for a large amount of agricultural
commodities such as bacon, cheese,
wheat, oats and barley. After the
United Kingdom, the United States is
Canada's largest external trade partner.
Between 1943 and 1953, the average
export of Canadian wheat was
347,200,000 bushels (9,449,000 t).
The three year International Wheat
Agreement of 1955, which really
lasted 6 years, included exports of
wheat or flour to 28 of 44 importing
countries including Germany, Japan,
Belgium, UK, and the Netherlands.

Canada’s Trading Partners
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AGRIBUSINESS

* Agribusiness are activities of food and fibre production and processing
which are not part of the farm operation. This would include the
production of farm equipment and fertilizers to aid farm production.
Agribusiness also includes the firms that purchase the raw goods from
the farm for further processing. The meat packing industry, flour mill,
and canning industry would be included in the agribusiness sector
processing farm products. A recent growth area in agribusiness is the
advent of organized farmland investment funds operating on the model
of direct land ownership with rental back to farmers as operators.




AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE

* Agricultural science began developing new styles of farming and
strains of wheat and crops so that farming could become a
successful venture. Farming methods were developed at places
such as Dominion Experimental Farm, Rosthern Experimental
Station. From 1914 to 1922, the Better Farming Train travelled
around rural of Saskatchewan areas educating pioneer farmers. The
1901 census showed 511,100 farms and the number of farms
peaked in 1941 at a record 732,800 farms. The industrial revolution
modernised the farming industry as mechanized vehicles replaced
the oxen ploughed land or the horse-drawn cart. Farms became
much larger, and mechanized evolving towards industrial
agriculture.
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