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Architectures

▣ Architecture has always distinguished itself 
from other art forms because it plays a 
functional as well as an aesthetic role, offering 
shelter, of course, but also shaping our daily 
experiences. Architecture also leaves behind 
monuments to moments in time, signifying in 
stone, glass and steel the various layers of 
history that define the evolution of a place. 
“Architecture is the will of an epoch translated 
into space,” the noted German architect Mies 
van der Rohe once said, and there’s no better 
proof than that than right her in New York



Antoni Gaudí
and La Sagrada Familia

▣ Gaudí spent his entire career in Barcelona, where he 
built all of his projects, the most famous of which is the 
1883 cathedral known as La Sagrada Familia, still under 
construction today. His style was an ornate mix of 
Baroque, Gothic, Moorish and Victorian elements that 
often featured ornamental tile-work, and drew upon 
forms found in nature—an influence that can he seen in 
the tree-like columns holding up the vast interior of his 
church, as well as the undulating facade of another of 
his famous creations, the apartment block known as the 
Casa Milla (inspired by the multi-peaked mountain just 
outside of Barcelona called Montserrat). Gaudí’s work 
would go on to have a tremendous impact on 
subsequent generations of modernists.
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La Sagrada Familia

▣ His style was an ornate mix of 
Baroque, Gothic, Moorish and 
Victorian elements that often 
featured ornamental tile-work, and 
drew upon forms found in 
nature—an influence that can he 
seen in the tree-like columns 
holding up the vast interior of his 
church, as well as the undulating 
facade of another of his famous 
creations, the apartment block 
known as the Casa Milla (inspired 
by the multi-peaked mountain just 
outside of Barcelona called 
Montserrat). Gaudí’s work would 
go on to have a tremendous impact 
on subsequent generations of 
modernists.
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