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Ernest Miller Hemingway



⚫ July 21, 1899
⚫ Oak Park, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago
⚫ His father, Clarence Edmonds Hemingway, was a 

physician, and his mother, Grace Hall Hemingway, was 
a musician. Well-educated and well-respected in Oak 
Park.

⚫ For a short period after their marriage, Clarence and 
Grace Hemingway lived at first with Grace's father, 
Ernest Hall, their first son's namesake.
Ernest Hemingway would say that he disliked his 
name, which he "associated with the naive, even 
foolish hero of Oscar Wilde's play The Importance of 
Being Earnest".

Childhood



The Hemingway family in 1905 (from the left): Marcelline, 
Sunny, Clarence, Grace, Ursula, and Ernest



⚫ Hemingway's mother frequently performed in 
concerts around the village. As an adult, 
Hemingway professed to hate his mother, but he 
mirrored her energy and enthusiasm.

⚫ Her insistence that he learn to play the cello 
became a "source of conflict", but he later 
admitted the music lessons were useful to his 
writing.

⚫ Hemingway's father taught him to hunt, fish, and 
camp in the woods and lakes of Northern 
Michigan as a young boy, early experiences in 
nature that instilled a passion for outdoor 
adventure and living in remote or isolated areas.



⚫ From 1913 until 1917, Hemingway attended Oak Park 
and River Forest High School.

⚫ He excelled in English classes, and with his sister 
Marcelline, performed in the school orchestra for two 
years.

⚫ During his junior year he had a journalism class, 
structured "as though the classroom were a newspaper 
office", with better writers submitting pieces to the 
school newspaper, The Trapeze. 



⚫ Like Mark Twain, Stephen Crane, Theodore 
Dreiser and Sinclair Lewis, Hemingway was a 
journalist before becoming a novelist; after leaving 
high school he went to work for The Kansas City 
Star as a cub reporter. Although he stayed there for 
only six months, he relied on the Star's style guide as a 
foundation for his writing:

«Use short sentences. 
Use short first paragraphs. 

Use vigorous English. 
Be positive, not negative».



⚫ In 1918, Hemingway went 
overseas to serve in World War I 
as an ambulance driver in the 
Italian Army. For his service, he 
was awarded the Italian Silver 
Medal of Bravery, but soon 
sustained injuries that landed 
him in a hospital in Milan.

War World I



"WheǾ yoȺ gȆ tȆ waȨ aȮ Ɲ boɖ yoȺ 
havǃ Ɲ greaȵ illusioǾ of immoȨtalitɖ. 
OtheȨ peoplǃ geȵ killeƿ; noȵ yoȺ ... 
TheǾ wheǾ yoȺ arǃ badlɖ woundeƿ 
thǃ fiȨsȵ timǃ yoȺ lȆsǃ thaȵ illusioǾ 
anƿ yoȺ knoɐ iȵ caǾ happeǾ tȆ yoȺ."



⚫ While recuperating, he fell in love, for the 
first time, with Agnes von Kurowsky, a Red 
Cross nurse seven years his senior nurse 
who inspired the character "Catherine 
Barkley" in Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell 
to Arms.

⚫ By the time of his release and return to the 
United States in January 1919, Agnes and 
Hemingway had decided to marry within a 
few months in America. 

⚫ However, in March, she wrote that she had 
become engaged to an Italian officer. 

⚫ Hemingway was devastated by Agnes's 
rejection, and in future relationships, he 
followed a pattern of abandoning a wife 
before she abandoned him.



⚫ Hemingway returned home 
early in 1919 to a time of 
readjustment. Not yet 20 years 
old, he had gained from the war 
a maturity that was at odds with 
living at home without a job and 
with the need for recuperation.

⚫ A family friend offered him a job 
in Toronto, and with nothing 
else to do, he accepted. 

⚫ Late that year he began as a 
freelancer, staff writer, and 
foreign correspondent for 
the Toronto Star Weekly.



⚫ When Hadley Richardson came to Chicago to 
visit the sister of Hemingway's roommate, 
Hemingway became infatuated and later 
claimed,

"I knew she was the girl I was going 
to marry". 

⚫ Hadley, red-haired, with a "nurturing instinct", 
was eight years older than Hemingway. 

⚫ Despite being older than Hemingway, Hadley, 
who had grown up with an overprotective 
mother, seemed less mature than usual for a 
young woman her age. 

⚫ The couple married and quickly moved to 
Paris, where Hemingway worked as a foreign 
correspondent for the Star.



⚫ In Paris, Hemingway soon became a key part of what 
Gertrude Stein would famously call "The Lost 
Generation." 

⚫ With Stein as his mentor, Hemingway made the 
acquaintance of many of the great writers and artists 
of his generation, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra 
Pound, Pablo Picasso and James Joyce.

Life in Europe



⚫ In 1923, Hemingway and Hadley had a son, John 
Hadley Nicanor Hemingway.



⚫ In 1925, the couple, 
joining a group of British 
and American expatriates, 
took a trip to the famous 
Festival of San Fermin in 
Pamplona, Spain, that 
would later provided the 
basis of Hemingway's first 
novel, The Sun Also Rises. 

⚫ The novel is widely 
considered Hemingway's 
greatest work, artfully 
examining the postwar 
disillusionment of his 
generation.



⚫ Soon after the 
publication of The Sun 
Also Rises, Hemingway 
and Hadley divorced, 
due in part to his affair 
with a woman named 
Pauline Pfeiffer, who 
would become 
Hemingway's second 
wife shortly after his 
divorce from Hadley was 
finalized.



⚫ Soon, Pauline became pregnant and the couple 
decided to move back to America. After the birth of 
their son Patrick Hemingway in 1928, they settled in 
Key West, Florida, but summered in Wyoming. 

⚫ During this time, Hemingway finished his celebrated 
World War I novel A Farewell to Arms, securing his 
lasting place in the literary canon.

Ernest, Pauline, Bumby, Patrick, and 
Gregory Hemingway pose 
with marlins after a fishing trip 
to Bimini in 1935



⚫ When he wasn't writing, Hemingway spent much of 
the 1930s chasing adventure: big-game hunting in 
Africa, bullfighting in Spain, deep-sea fishing in 
Florida. 



⚫ While reporting on 
the Spanish Civil War 
in 1937, Hemingway 
met a fellow war 
correspondent named 
Martha Gellhorn (soon 
to become wife 
number three) and 
gathered material for 
his next novel, For 
Whom the Bell Tolls, 
which would 
eventually be 
nominated for the 
Pulitzer Prize.



⚫ Almost predictably, his marriage to Pauline Pfeiffer 
deteriorated and the couple divorced. 

⚫ Gellhorn and Hemingway married soon after and 
purchased a farm near Havana, Cuba, which would serve as 
their winter residence.



⚫ When the United States entered World War II in 1941, 
Hemingway served as a correspondent and was 
present at several of the war's key moments, including 
the D-Day landing. 



⚫ Toward the end of the war, Hemingway met another war 
correspondent, Mary Welsh, whom he would later marry 
after divorcing Martha Gellhorn.



⚫ In 1945, she divorced Noel Monks, and in March 1946, she 
married Hemingway in a ceremony in Cuba.

⚫ In August 1946, Welsh had a miscarriage due to an ectopic 
pregnancy.

⚫ After their marriage, Mary lived with Hemingway in Cuba for 
many years and, after 1959, in Ketchum, Idaho.

⚫  In 1958, while still in Cuba, she appeared in a non-speaking 
role, along with her husband, in cameo appearances made by 
them in John Sturges's film version of Hemingway's 
1952 novella, The Old Man and the Sea. Hemingway 
portrayed a gambler in the film, and Mary an American 
tourist.



⚫ In 1951, Hemingway wrote The Old Man and the Sea, 
which would become perhaps his most famous book, 
finally winning him the Pulitzer Prize he had long 
been denied.



⚫ The author continued his forays into Africa and 
sustained several injuries during his adventures, even 
surviving multiple plane crashes.

⚫ In 1954, he won the Nobel Prize in Literature. 
⚫ Even at this peak of his literary career, though, the 

burly Hemingway's body and mind were beginning to 
betray him. Recovering from various old injuries in 
Cuba, Hemingway suffered from depression and was 
treated for numerous conditions such as high blood 
pressure and liver disease.



⚫ He wrote A Moveable Feast, a memoir of his years in 
Paris, and retired permanently to Idaho. There he 
continued to battle with deteriorating mental and 
physical health.



⚫ Early on the morning of July 2, 1961, Ernest 
Hemingway committed suicide in his Ketchum home.



Wine is the most civilized thing in 
the world.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY, attributed, The Grape Escapes

Every day 
above earth is 
a good day.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY, The Old 
Man and the SeaWhen you stop doing 

things for fun you 
might as well be dead.
ERNEST HEMINGWAY, True at First Light



⚫ Ernest Hemingway survived through 
anthrax, malaria, pneumonia, 
dysentery, skin cancer, hepatitis, 
anemia, diabetes, high blood pressure, 
two plane crashes, a ruptured kidney, a 
ruptured spleen, a ruptured liver, a 
crushed vertebra, a fractured skull, 
mortar shrapnel wounds, three car 
crashes and bushfire burns.

Interesting facts



⚫ There’s a popular tale circulating about 
Hemingway betting fellow writers that he 
could write a short story in just six words. 
The story goes that Hemingway gave them: 
           “For Sale: baby shoes. Never worn,” 

                and he won the bet.



⚫ Ernest 
Hemingway once 
published a recipe 
for apple pie in 
his column. In 
fact, he had a lot 
of recipes for 
food, and some of 
them even ended 
up being museum 
pieces.



⚫ There is a Hemingway look-alike Society



⚫ American actor Orson Welles and Ernest Hemingway 
became great friends after getting into a fist-fight with 
each other in a theater. 



⚫ Hemingway’s wife lost a suitcase at a train station in 
1922. In that suitcase was just about every piece of 
writing Hemmingway had completed up until that 
point. Having lost it all, he essentially had to start 
from scratch 


