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Rudyard Kipling was an English author, famous for his works: Just So 
Stories, The Jungle Book and "Gunga Din." He received the Nobel 

Prize for Literature in 1907. 



INDIA 

Rudyard Kipling was born on 
December 30, 1865, in Bombay, 
India. He was educated in 
England but returned to India 
in 1882.



EARLY YEARS
❖Considered one of  the great English writers, Joseph 
Rudyard Kipling was born on December 30, 1865, in 
Bombay (now called Mumbai), India. At the time of  

his birth, his parents, John and Alice, were recent 
arrivals in India. They had come, like so many of  their 
countrymen, with plans to start new lives and to help 
the British government run the continent. The family 

lived well, and Kipling was especially close to his 
mother. His father, an artist, was the head of  the 

Department of  Architectural Sculpture in the School 
of  Art in Bombay.



EARLY YEARS

❖For Kipling, India was a wondrous place. Along with his younger sister, Alice, he 

reveled in exploring the local markets with his nanny. He learned the language, 

and in this bustling city of  Anglos, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Jews, Kipling 

fell in love with the country and its culture.

❖However, at the age of  6, Kipling's life was torn apart when his mother, wanting 

her son to receive a formal British education, sent him to Southsea, England, 

where he attended school and lived with a foster family named the Holloways.



THE YOUNG WRITER

❖In 1882, Kipling was told by his parents that 
they didn't have enough money to send him 
to college. Instead, they had him return to 

India. It was a powerful moment in the young 
writer's life. The sights and sounds, even the 
language, which he'd believed he'd forgotten, 

rushed back to him upon his arrival.



LIFE IN AMERICA
❖Following their wedding, the Kiplings set off  

on an adventurous honeymoon that took 
them to Canada and then on to Japan. But as 

was often the case in Kipling's life, good 
fortune was accompanied by hard luck. 
During the Japanese leg of  the journey, 
Kipling learned that the New Oriental 

Banking Corporation had failed. The Kiplings 
were broke.



FAMILY TRAGEDY
❖In the winter of  1899, Carrie, who was homesick, 

decided that the whole family needed to travel 
back to New York to see her mother. But the 

journey across the Atlantic was brutal, and New 
York was frigid. Both Kipling and young 

Josephine arrived in the States gravely ill with 
pneumonia. For days, the world kept careful watch 

on the state of  Kipling's health as newspapers 
reported on his condition. The New York 

Times even ran a front-page story on his health.



LIFE IN ENGLAND

❖In 1902, the Kiplings bought a large estate in 
Sussex known as Bateman's. The property had 

been erected in 1634, and for the private Kiplings, 
it offered the kind of  isolation they now cherished. 

Kipling revered the new home, with its lush 
gardens and classic details. "Behold us," he wrote 
in a November 1902 letter, "lawful owners of  a 
grey stone, lichened house—A.D. 1634 over the 
door—beamed, paneled, with old oak staircase 

and all untouched and unfaked."



WORLD WAR I
❖As much of  Europe braced for war with Germany, Kipling proved 

to be an ardent supporter of  the fight. In 1915, he even traveled to 
France to report on the war from the trenches. He also encouraged 

his son, John, to enlist. Since Josephine's death, Kipling and John had 
grown tremendously close. 



FINAL YEARS

❖While Kipling continued to write for the next two 

decades, he never again returned to the bright, 

cheery children's tales he had once so delighted in 

crafting. And health issues eventually caught up to 

both Kipling and Carrie, the result of  age, but also of  

grief.


