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Kepler
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Kepler's Second Light: How K2 Will Work
&

Photons of sunlight exert pressure
on the spacecraft. If properly
positioned, the spacecraft
can be balanced against the
pressure much as a END Spacecraft rotated
pencil can be balanced

Solar Panels

to prevent sunlight from
Pro on your finger. entering telescope
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When the spacecraft is balanced, the telescope is @ @S@ @
stable enough to monitor distant stars in search
of transiting planets. A specific portion of the sky is
‘ studied for approximately 83 days, until it is necessary
to rotate the spacecraft to prevent sunlight from entering

the telescope. There are approximately 4.5 viewing periods
or campaigns per orbit or year.

CONCEPTUAL ILLUSTRATION OF SPACECRAFT
SOLAR DISTURBANCE. THE ACTUAL DISTURBANCE
IS DUE TO PHOTON PRESSURE, NOT SOLAR WIND.
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