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The Gross Clinic Essay, Research
Paper

In 1874, Thomas Eakins took a second
course in anatomy at Jefferson
Medical College. He attended surgical
lectures and clinics presided over by
Professor Samuel D. Gross. Eakins
painted ?The Gross Clinic,? to show
the emotion involved in medical
procedures.



It appears as if the doctors performing the
surgery have emotionally removed
themselves from the situation at hand. By
removing themselves from the emotional
aspects of the surgery, the doctors can
complete the task much easier than they
would have been able to do if they had
become emotionally attached to the patient.
Had the doctors been emotionally involved
in the surgery, they would have become
“more prone to making errors while
operating on the patient because they would
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Another thing noticed by the viewer is
the veiled woman crying next to the
doctor. She is very involved in this
operation by letting her emotions freely
show themselves. This woman could be
the mother or siblings of the patient, and
while she knows that the surgery was
necessary to save or improve the life of
her beloved, it is difficult to watch. By
putting emotions out into the open, as
the woman has done, makes them easier
to deal with. Keeping feelings bottled up
inside can cause breakdowns and
emotional instability. This adds another
er of complexity to the surgery.



Nature of Transitions

Types

Developmental
Situational
Health/Iliness
Organizational

-

Patterns

Single
Multiple
Sequential
Simultancous
Related
Unrelated

Properties

Awareness

Engagement

Change and
Difference

Transition Time
Span

Critical Points and
Events

Transition Conditions: Facilitators & Inhibitors

Personal

Meanings

Cultural beliefs & attitudes
Socioeconomic status
Preparation & knowledge

Patterns of Response

Process Indicators
Feeling Connected
Interacting

Location and Being Situated
Developing Confidence and

Coping
.

Quicome Indicators
Mastery
Fluid Integrative Identities
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st Kecpfis f_eehngs in check, he also needs to by

sindere for the sake of the patient?s mother and the
tudents 1n the surgical amphitheatre. The head of the

. ctor 1s placed against a dark background, making it

stand out. This creates a dividing layer of emotions.
This ?emotion layer? divides the onlookers, who have
no real intentions other than to observe the lecture,
from the actual participants involved 1n the surgery.
The people 1n the foreground, whether fighting to get
rid of them or choosing to let them to flow out, are
dealing with some sort of feelings. The lighting of the
head, allows the viewer to see the high forehead, deep



In 1874, Eakins took a risk
painting this oil on canvas
picture of an ongoing surgery.
People of the time thought it was
too vulgar and graphic. By
standing by his first decision of
including the reality aspect of
the surgery, Eakins helped to
broaden the minds of some stern
critics. His painting, showing the
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Model Pre-secondary Post-secondary education Practice

education
—p| Doctor of Medicine (MD)
—» Nursing
Dominant Common »| Teamwork
— Public health
__p{ Other
Interprofessional Common Corend specnﬁc Systematic —p| Teamwork
competencies teamwork
Transprofessional Common foredne speaﬁc SyStematic —p| Teamwork
: competencies teamwork
i Community
"""""" P! health workers
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SUB-DISTRICT
(509)

Teaching
hospitals/institutes
(250 — 1050 beds)

Secondary level

—-General hospital
-Medical colleges
(100 — 250 beds)

Primary level

Upazila Health Complex
(31 — 50 beds)
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Union sub-centre Family welfare

centre
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Community Clinic







