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History of the Books



• The 7 Harry Potter books have sold nearly 500 mln copies.
• The bestselling book series of all time.
• Only The Bible and The Red Book have sold more copies.
• Translated into more than 70 languages.

Series Overview



Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s/Sorcerer’s Stone

• J.K. Rowling finished the manuscript in 1995. 
• It was rejected by dozens of publishers.
• 200 copies hit store shelves only in June,1997.
• Later that year, the book earned the UK’s National Book Award.
• As for 2012, Philosopher’s Stone has been translated into 74 

languages, including Latin and Ancient Greek. 
• More than 107 million copies of the novel have been sold worldwide.



Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets

• It quickly rose to the top of bestseller lists.

• Translated into 72 languages.

• As for 2012, it has sold 77 million copies worldwide.

• The American Library Association’s Best Book for Young Adult.

• The 2nd installment in the Harry Potter series was published on July 
2, 1998 - UK, June 2, 1999 - USA. 



Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban

• It was published in July of 1999, 3 months later in the USA.

• Took the number 1 spot on the New York Times bestseller list. 

• Along with other honors, Prisoner of Azkaban was named the 
Whitbread Book of the Year for 1999.



• July 8, 2000

• Intended to call 
the book “Harry 
Potter and the 
Doomspell 
Tournament

• In 2001, the 
novel won the 
Hugo Award for 
Best Novel



• June 21, 2003

•Broke the 
previous record 
for fastest 
selling novel of 
all time

• It sold five 
million copies in 
the first 24 
hours alone



• July 16, 2005

• Sold a 
record-breaking 
11 million copies 
on the first day of 
its release

• It won the British 
Book of the Year 
award for 2005



• July 21, 2007

• There were 
several leaks 
of the books 
content 

• The series had 
absolutely 
smashed its 
own record for 
a final time


