
HADRIAN’S WALL



SIGNIFICANCE OF 
HADRIAN’S WALL

Hadrian’s Wall is the most visible and best-known land frontier of 
the Roman empire, with parts of it visible through many miles. The 
most important and substantial of Roman remains in Britain, it is 
also one of the most dramatic features of the landscape of 
northern England.



• For almost 300 years, Hadrian’s Wall was the north-west frontier of 
an empire that stretched east for 2,500 miles to present-day Iraq, 
and south for 1,500 miles to the Sahara desert. It differs in several 
respects from the other frontiers of the empire:

• It is the only Roman frontier built largely in stone, of which there was 
an abundant supply locally.

• Uniquely, the forts are built astride the frontier, rather than attached 
to one side or placed nearby.

• Together with the Antonine Wall, it is the only frontier where all the 
elements are linked – in Germany and North Africa, the towers, for 
example, are separate in the landscape. The fact that many of the 
various elements of the Wall are linked to each other makes it 
possible to establish a building sequence, which is not possible on 
the frontiers of continental Europe.

• The Wall was already famous in its own day. Enterprising Romans 
created their own souvenirs of the frontier in the form of small pans, 
some of them bearing the names of forts on the line of the Wall and 
what appears to be a depiction of the Wall itself. Such souvenirs are 
not known on any other Roman frontier.



• The Corbridge lion, now in the museum at Corbridge, 
once adorned a fountain in the Roman town, but was 
probably originally carved as a grave ornament



Sycamore Gap, near Steel Rigg in Northumberland, 
is one of the best-known landscapes along the Wall, 
with a particularly fine stretch of Wall surviving up 
to 3 metres high
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