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Two main functions of the International 
Court of Justice 

Settles disputes which the member countries may bring before it

Gives opinions on legal matters





Iran hostage crisis



Dispute over the continental shelf between Tunisia and Libya 



Shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655 by the U.S.



A complaint by the DCR that the DRC’s sovereignty 
had been violated by Uganda 



A dispute over the course of 
the maritime boundary 

between the U.S. and Canada



The issue on 
the territorial 

status of 
Western 
Sahara




