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Political system
The Commonwealth of Nations, commonly known as the Commonwealth (formerly the British 
Commonwealth), is an intergovernmental organisation of 53 member states. The Commonwealth 
operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member states, organised through the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, and non-governmental organisations, organised through the Commonwealth Foundation.

Due to their shared constitutional histories, most countries in the Commonwealth have similar legal and 
political systems. The Commonwealth requires its members to be functioning democracies that respect 
human rights and the rule of law. Half of Commonwealth countries have the Westminster system of 
parliamentary democracy. The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association facilitates co-operation 
between legislatures across the Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth Local Government Forum 
promotes good governance amongst local government officials. Most Commonwealth members use 
common law, modelled on English law.



Member states have no legal obligation to one another. Instead, they are united by 
language, history, culture, and their shared values of democracy, human rights, and the 
rule of law. These values are enshrined in the Commonwealth Charter.



History

 Member states of The Commonwealth were mostly territories of the former British Empire.

The Commonwealth dates back to the mid 20th century with the decolonisation of the 
British Empire through increased self-governance of its territories. It was formally 
constituted by the London Declaration in 1949, which established the member states as 
"free and equal".



The Commonwealth covers more than 29,958,050 km2 (11,566,870 sq mi), almost a 
quarter of the world land area, and spans all the continents. With an estimated 
population of 2.328 billion, near a third of the world population.



Symbols

The Commonwealth has adopted a 
number of symbols that represent the 
association of its members. The English 
language is recognised as a symbol of 
the members' heritage; as well as being 
considered a symbol of the 
Commonwealth, recognition of it as 
"the means of Commonwealth 
communication" is a prerequisite for 
Commonwealth membership.

The flag of the Commonwealth consists 
of the symbol of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, a gold globe surrounded by 
emanating "rays", on a dark blue field; 
it was  officially adopted on 26 March 
1976. 1976 also saw the organisation 
agree to a common date on which to 
commemorate Commonwealth Day, the 
second Monday in March.



Commonwealth Secretariat

The Commonwealth Secretariat, established in 1965, is the main intergovernmental agency of the Commonwealth, 
facilitating consultation and co-operation among member governments and countries. It is responsible to member 
governments collectively. The Commonwealth of Nations is represented in the United Nations General Assembly by 
the secretariat as an observer. The secretariat organises Commonwealth summits, meetings of ministers, 
consultative meetings and technical discussions; it assists policy development and provides policy advice, and 
facilitates multilateral communication among the member governments. It also provides technical assistance to 
help governments in the social and economic development of their countries and in support of the 
Commonwealth's fundamental political values.

The secretariat is headed by the Commonwealth Secretary-General who is elected by Commonwealth heads of 
government for no more than two four-year terms. The secretary-general and two deputy secretaries-general 
direct the divisions of the Secretariat.

Marlborough House, London, the headquarters of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat



Commonwealth War Graves Commission

 About 1.7 million service personnel of different races , countries of origin , ranks and 
religions  died in the First and Second World Wars fighting for Commonwealth member 
states.                                                                                                                        e for 
maintaining all the war graves.

                                                                             

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) is responsibl



Head of the Commonwealth

Under the formula of the London Declaration, Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the 
Commonwealth, a title that is by law a part of Elizabeth's royal titles in each of the 
Commonwealth realms. 16 members of the Commonwealth  recognise the Queen as their 
monarch.



Sport

Many Commonwealth nations play similar sports that are considered quintessentially 
"British" in character, rooted in and developed under British rule or hegemony, including 
football, cricket, rugby, and netball. This has led to the development of friendly national 
rivalries between the main sporting nations that have often defined their relations with 
each another. Indeed, said rivalries preserved close ties by providing a constant in 
international relationships, even as the Empire transformed into the Commonwealth. 
Externally, playing these sports is seen to be a sign of sharing a certain Commonwealth 
culture.



Commonwealth Games

The Commonwealth Games, a multi-sport event, is held every four years; the 2010 
Commonwealth Games were held in New Delhi, India, and the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow, Scotland, and the 2018 Commonwealth Games will be on Gold 
Coast, Australia. As well as the usual athletic disciplines, as at the Summer Olympic 
Games, the games include sports particularly popular in the Commonwealth, such as 
bowls, netball, and rugby sevens. Started in 1930 as the Empire Games, the games 
were founded on the Olympic model of amateurism, but were deliberately designed to 
be "the Friendly Games",with the goal of promoting relations between Commonwealth 
countries and celebrating their shared sporting and cultural heritage.


