KYIV NATIONAL LINGUISTIC UNIVERSITY

Subota S.V.

LECTURE 2
OLD ENGLISH PHONOLOGY.




Plan

Word Stress in OE.

Comparison of PIE, PG and OE vowel
systems.

Qualitative changes within the system
of vowels.

Quantitative changes within the system
of vowels.

The system of consonants.

The main processes within the system
of consonants.



Literature

Pactopryesa T.A. VCTOpuS aHINMUNCKOro SA3blKa.
— M.: Actpenb, 2005. — C. 75-90.

Nnbuw B.A. UcTopusa aHrMMMcKoro a3bika. — J1.:
[lpocBelleHne, 1972. — C. 44-56.

MBaHoBa W.I1., HaxogaH J1.[1. UcTopus
aHrNMNCKOro A3bika. — M.: Bbicwwas wkona,
1976. — C. 53-67.

CryneHeub I.I. IcTopisa aHrnincbkoi MOBU B
Tabnnusx. - K.: K[AJ1Y, 1998. — Tables 32-39



Word Stress in OE

Word stress inherited from PG underwent no
changes in OE.

In EPG the stress was still movable; in LPG it
became fixed on the first syllable.

The OE period was characterized by a system of
fixed stress. The stress was fixed on the first
syllable.

Due to the force of articulation the stressed and
unstressed syllables underwent different
changes: stressed syllables were pronounced
with great distinctness and precision, while
unstressed syllables became less distinct and
phonetically weakened.



= In disyllabic and polysyllabic words the stress

fell on the root morpheme or on the first syllable.

Word stress was fixed: it remained on the same syllable
in different grammatical forms of the word and as a rule
didn't shift in word building as well.

» Polysyllabic words, especially compounds, may have had
2 stresses (primary and secondary).

= The verbal prefixes were unstressed

/
the nominal, adjectival prefixes were stressed
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+ diphthongs:




PG [a] and [a:] were fronted and, in the process of fronting,

split into several sounds.

[a] > [a] in closed syllables;

[a] > [o, a] before a nasal;

[a] remained unchanged if it was followed by a back vowel in

the next syllable.




The tendency to
assimilative vowel changes

s Under the influence of succeeding and
preceding consonants some Early OE
monophthongs developed into diphthongs.

» If a front vowel stood before a velar
consonant there developed a short glide
between them, as the organs of speech
prepared themselves for the transition
from one sound to another.

= The glide together with the original
monophthong formed a diphthong.



OE Breaking (fracture)

- diphthongization of short vowels
before certain consonant clusters.

a (ae)

€d

Goth. alls — OE eall
Goth. ahtau — OE eahta

O

O
O

HG.d rk—OEd rc

G.h rza—OEh rte
G.m lcan—0OE m Ican



Front mutation
(Palatal mutation, I-Umlaut)

U Goth. fuljan — OE f llan, OE mus-m s
O  Goth. dohtar — OE d hter, OE boc-b c

d Goth. saljan, an - OE s llan, ni3
€d, €0 OEecald-OE Idra, Idest



Back mutation
(Velar mutation, U-Umlaut)

10 OE slufr — siolufr (silver), OE h ra -hiora (their)
€0 OE sfon - siofon, OE h fon - heofon (heaven)

€d OEc ru-cearu (care)



Diphthongization due to
initial palatal consonants

e OE 3 fan — ziefan (to give),
OE 3 ldan -3ieldan (to pay)
eo OE sc rt — sceort (short)
€d OE sc can — sceacan (to shake)

Goth. sc dus — OE sceadu (shade)



Contraction

OE*sla=h n *sleah n sle n (to slay)
OE*seh n *seah n se n (to see)



Quantitative changes within
the system of vowels

OE *onpar OE oper (other)
OE *uns, 30ns, munp OE us (us), 30s
(goose), mup (mouth)

OE * maezden meaeden (a maiden)

OE by, swa OE by, swa (as)



Quantitative changes within
the system of vowels

OE ald, cild, wild, wind — OE ald (old), cild
(child), wild (wild), wind (wind)

OE wifmann (wife), cepte (kept) — OE
wifmann, cepte



The system of consonants in OE
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Splitting of velar consonants
(Palatalization)

k' OE cinn (chin), birce (birch),
an (can), macian (to make)

g, OE sen3zan (to sing),
ecs (edge), -an (to go)

X'’ OE niht (night), "ors
(horse),

Y’ (j) OE dze3 (day), da-as (days)




Splitting of velar consonants
(Palatalization)
= [he velar consonants were palatalized

before a front vowel (sometimes after
front vowels) unless followed by a back

vowel, LEIEE
front vowel), ,
but in [k] was

followed by a back vowel. The differences
between velar and palatal consonants
were not reflected in the spelling.



Loss of consonants

Goth. fir f, u's OE fif (five), us (us)

PG *fo an *foan OE fon (to catch)

OE s de sade (said)

OE hring, hnutu OE ring, nute (ring, nut)



Metathesis [mo "teBasis]

*hros hors (horse)
OE prida *prda pirda (third)
OE rinnan *rnan irnan (to run)



m Assibilation is the change of palatal
consonants (not velar) into affricates
and sibilants: g’, k’, sk’ change
correspondingly intod3, tf, [

s Long consonants in the final
position became short — hence the
process of Shortening:
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