the British Isles [‘brit1[ aIlz]- BpuTaHckne ocTpoBa ( Great
Britain & Ireland)

the Irish Sea — VpnaHackoe mope

the English Channel — nponus Jla-MaHw (apyrue
Ha3BaHusA nponue Na-ge-Kane)

the Strait of Dover — [lyBpCKui1 NponmBe

the North Sea — CeBepHoe Mope

the Atlantic Ocean — ATnaHTU4YeCKNM OKeaH
England — AHMmus

Scotland — WotnaHaunsa

Wales — Yanbc

the UK — CoegnHeHHOE KOPOoneBCTBO

Northern Ireland — CeBepHasa Vpnanans

Dover —ropog [lysp

BcnomHuTe cnoBa no teme «CtpaHoBegeHue»: be
situated in, be separated by (from), be washed by, include,
consist of, capital, island, continent, main, part, point,
narrow, the narrowest, near, the nearest.



Great Britain
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK) is the official name of the
state, which is situated on the British Isles. This state is also called Great Britain after the main
island with the same name. The UK consists of four countries, which are England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast.
Geographical position of the UK. Neorpacdunyeckoe nonoxeHme CoeanHeHHOro
KoporneBCcTBa
The UK is an island state. The two main islands are Great Britain (where England, Scotland and
Wales are situated) and Ireland (where Northern Ireland and the independent Irish Republic are
situated). The two islands are separated by the Irish Sea. The UK is washed by the Atlantic Ocean
in the north and the North Sea in the east.
The UK is separated from the continent by the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. The Strait
of Dover is the narrowest part of English Channel. The nearest point to Europe is Dover which is
only thirty-two miles from France. Dover is one of the most ancient ports. If you cross the English
Channel by ferry you can see the white chalk cliffs of Dover and Dover Castle.
Nationalities. HaumoHanbHOCTH
Everyone who was born in Britain is British. People from England are English. People from
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are not English. They are
Languages. A3bIKKn
Everyone in Britain speaks English. But in some parts of Scotland and Wales people speak different
languages as well. The Welsh are especially proud of their language. They like to speak Welsh, to
sing songs in Welsh and when you travel you can see road signs in Welsh all over Wales. Everyone
in the UK speaks English but they all speak it differently. A Scottish person has to listen carefully if
he wants to understand a Londoner or a Welsh person.
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Population. HaceneHune

More than 56 million people live in Britain. Many of them live in big industrial cities like London.
The biggest cities of England are Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Liverpool (England); Edinburg,
Glasgow, (Scotland).

Nature. Mpupopa

Foreigners are often surprised by the fact that much of land in Britain is open country. There are
many lonely hills, quiet rivers, deep lakes and just farmlands especially in the south of the
country. The open country is named Lowlands but it changes for hills called Highlands in the
north of the country.

Climate. Knumart

The climate in Great Britain is very mild. The winter temperature is between +3° and +7°. Snow
does not cover the ground very long, except on the mountains. The summer temperature is
between +15° and +18°. It often rains.

The English weather is very changeable. So when English people make plans for holidays they
usually begin, “If the weather...”

State Symbol. locyaapcTBeHHbIN CUMBOI

The flag of the United Kingdom is known as the Union Jack. It is made up of three crosses: the
cross of St. George (the patron saint of England), the cross of St. Andrew (the patron saint of
Scotland) and the cross of St. Patrick (the patron saint of Ireland).



YnpaxHeHue 1. Read the text and complete the following sentences:

... is the official name of the state which is situated on the British Isles.
The capital of Great Britain is ...

The capital of Scotland is ...

The capital of Northern Ireland is ...

The capital of Wales is ...

Ireland and Great Britain are separated by ...

The UK is separated from the continent by ...

The UK is washed by... in the west.

The UK is washed by ... in the east.

YnpaxHeHue 2. Fill in articles where necessary.

(1) United Kingdom is situated on (2) British
Isles which are separated from (3) continent by (4)
English Channel and (5) Strait of Dover. (6)
two main islands of (7) British Isles are
(8) Great Britain and (9) Ireland. (10)
England is situated in (11) south of (12) Great
Britain and (13) Scotland in its (14) north.
(15) two big islands are separated by (16) Irish

Sea.



YnpaxHeHune 3. Complete this text about Great Britain and learn it by heart.

Use the words: mild, large, falls, rain, sightseeing, Western, Atlantic, temperature, pound,
population, Highlands, English, London.

Great Britainisa (1) .... country, a kingdomin (2) .... Europe. It lies on several islands and
has a (3) .... of about 57 mIn people. Great Britain’s capital is (4).... and the national
currency isa (5) .....(6) ....is the language that people speak in the country.

The climate in Great Britain is very (7) ..... There are a lot of (8) .... falling out all the year
round. The wind brings rain from the (9) .... Ocean. Snow only (10) .... occasionally and
doesn’t stay for long except in the (11) .... of Scotland. The usual (12) .... in England and
Wales are + 4°Cin January and + 16°C in July and August.

A lot of tourists come to Great Britain every year to do some (13) .... in its big and small
towns.



