(May 25,1803 - April 27, 1822) was an
Awnerican essayist, philosopher,
Lecturer, and poet.
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BIOGRAPHY

oEmerson was born in Boston, Massachusetts,
+He was son of Ruth Haskins and William Emerson,

+He was the second of five soms who susvived into
adulthao,

oHis father Yied from stomach cancer on May 12,
1811,




BIOGRAPHY

«One of the  greatest influence on his childhood was his
aunt Mary Mooly Emerson, 4 great lover of women
Puritan culture,

sHe stuied at Harvard University.

+He studie) theal@( at HarvarD Divinity School and was
orDained pastor in 1829,

I 1829 he married Ellen Tucker In 1831 she Jied of
tuberculosis,




BIOGRAPHY

1A year later he abandoned his ecclesiastical career and
moved to Europe, traveling in Italy, Eng!anb’ France and
Seotland,

oI 1834 he returned to his country to settle in Concord, 4

town in which he Jived with his second wife, LyYia
Jackson, with whom he had married in 1835,




BIOGKAPHY

+Along with his role as writer, cultivating poetry

and essays, Ralph Wallo Emerson was an
influential intellectual who also left their

mark on European timghi:

+He Jied of peumonia in Concord, April 27,
1882. He was 78,




famous Ralph Waldo €Emerson
quotes:

8@@0@‘2@ person hg DOC ﬁ 3ins.

The joy, the more you spend, the more
it remains.

seergt of suceess.

Slt is a shame to wait tilltomorrow




QF merson's first book,

NATURE,, (18%6) a collection
of essays (individualism and

rcjcctccl traditional authority)

QHis lectures 'T he American
5c|10|ar' (l 837) and 'Ac]c]rcss at

Divinity Co“cgc' (18%8)
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PENCUIN BOOKS

GREAT IDEAS




Essays: First Ceries, 1841 Essays: Second Ceries, 1844
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Feawous Poewms

# Celestial [ove

% _Eros a poem

# The Rhodora (date of Composition
1834/1839)

The Rhodora
#_Concord Hymn (1837 On Being Ssked,

Whence Js the Flower?




Fublisl'ued in Euags (First Series)in 1841

SELF-
REIIANCE
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N
Y genius. Speak your latent conviction, and \\&#¥
e

it shall be the universal sense; for always

{ the inmost becomes the outmost—and our 4 ] (1

Y] first thought is rendered back to us by the 7

trumpets of the Last Judgment. Familiar 1

B] 2 the voice of the mind is to cach, the
Y highest merit we ascribe to Moses, Plato
% and Milton is that they sctat naught books !
and traditions, and spoke not what men, NON‘TRestl
8] but what they thought A man should %! N

A\ v‘J learn o detect and watch that gleam of : ,; ~‘
J light which flashes across his mind from (@
-2 T =
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RALPH WALDO EMERSON




Summary

Emerson begins 'Self-Reliance’ by B/eﬁni%enius: "To believe your own thought, to believe that what s true for you
in your private heart is true for all men-that is genius” Every educated man, he writes, eventually realizes that
“envy is ignorance’ and that he must be truly himself. God has made each person unique and, by extension, given each
person 4 unique work to 3o, Emerson holds. To trust one's own thoughts and put them into action is, in a very real
sense, to hear and act on the voice of God,

Emerson adds that people must seek solitude to hear their own thoughts, because society, by its nature, coerces men to

conform, He  {0¢s 0 far as to call society "a conspiracy against the manhood of every one of its members'
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Individualism

Emerson Weateﬂy calls on individuals to value
their own thotghts, opinions, anbjexperiences above
those presenteXto them by other individuals, society,
and religion. T his radical individualism springs
from Emerson's belief that each individual is not
just unique but Jivinely unique; i.c. each individual
is & wunique expression of Gol's creativity and will

Trust Your Own Inner Vioice

Emerson urges his readers to retain the outspokenness of a
small child who freely speaks his mind. A child he has not
yet been corrupted by adults who tell him to 3o otherwise.
He also urges readers to avoid envyirg or imimtirg others
viewed as models of perfection; instead, he SAYS, readers
should take pride in their own inividuality and never be

afraid o express theis own original ideas,




GMJGM W\e%age

Every individual possesses a unique genius, that can enly be
revealed when that individual has the courage o trust his or
her own thoughts, aHitudes, and inclinations against all public

disapproval

GEYLIUD: "To beliere your cwm bhoughb, bo belienre bhab whab 8 hrue for you im Your prioabe hearh i biae
§or all mevi-bhab is gemivg’




Setf Relrance”

‘Trust thyself: every heart vibrates o that iron string.

‘Whoso would be a man must be a nenconformist.

‘What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think

‘Insist on yourself; never imitate.







