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The UK has a partially regulated . Based on
market , the UK 1s today the fifth-largest economy
in the world and the second-largest in Europe after Germany.

, led by the , 1s responsible
for developing and executing the government's

policy and . The 1s the

UK's and 1s responsible for i1ssuing notes and coins in
the nation's currency, the . Banks 1n Scotland and
Northern Ireland retain the right to issue their own notes, subject
to retaining enough Bank of England notes in reserve to cover
their 1ssue. The pound sterling 1s the world's third-largest

(after the US dollar and the euro).  Since 1997 the

Bank of England's , headed by
the , has been responsible for
setting at the level necessary to achieve the overall

inflation target for the economy that is set by the Chancellor each
year
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® The climate of Great Britain is greatly influenced by the Atlantic
Ocean, and the warm waters of Gulf Stream. The weather on the
island is quite changeable. For example, a fine morning can
unexpectedly change into a wet afternoon and vice versa. The
most unpleasant aspect of British weather is continuous rain and
fog. It 1s especially common in large cities. During thick fog car
accidents are a frequent scene. The best time of the year is spring
and the worst 1s winter. January and February are rather cold,
humid and unpleasant. Summer days can be rainy too, so most
British people prefer spending their summer holidays abroad.
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The English playwright and poet is widely regarded as the
greatest dramatist of all time, and his contemporaries

and have also been held in continuous high esteem. More
recently the playwrights

) ) )
and have combined elements of surrealism, realism and
radicalism.

Notable pre-modern and early-modern English writers include
(14th century), (15th century), (16th
century), (17th century) and (17th century). In the 18th
century (author of ) and were
pioneers of the . In the 19th century there followed further
innovation by , the gothic novelist , the children’s
writer , the , the social campaigner
the , the , the visionary poet
and romantic poet . 20th century English writers include
the science-fiction novelist ; the writers of children’s classics
] (the creator of ), and
the controversial ; the ; the satirist
; the prophetic novelist ; the popular novelists
and ; the crime writer (the
of all time); (the creator of ); the poets
) and ; the writers
and ; the graphic novelists and
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Various styles of music are popular in the UK from the indigenous
of ) 5 and to . Notable composers
of classical music from the United Kingdom and the countries that preceded it
include , X
(most famous for working with the librettist

5

5

and , pioneer of modern British opera. 1S

one of the foremost living composers. The UK is also home to world-renowned symphonic
orchestras and choruses such as the and the

. Notable conductors include , and

. Some of the notable composers include ] ,

and : became a

and wrote the British coronation anthem, while some of his best works, such
as , were written in the English language. 1s a prolific
composer of . His works have dominated London's since the late

20th century and have also been a commercial success worldwide



The history of British visual art forms part of
Major British artists include: the :

i and X

the painters and ; the
landscape artists and ; the
pioneer of the ; the
figurative painter ; the

i and ; the collaborative
duo ; the artist ; and
the , and :
During the late 1980s and 1990s the in London

helped to bring to public attention a group of multi-genre artists
who would become known as the "

, / : : and
the are among the better-known members of

this loosely affiliated movement.
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