
Russian shorthand books published:

Before January 1st, 1800                                         –  1

January 1st 1800 - January 1st, 1900                      –  87

January 1st 1900 - January 1st, 1927                      –  171

XX century                                                               –  315

The last 18 years                                                      –  19



Tachygraphy, or a 
method of shorthand
which allows writing 
down as quickly as 

people speak 

Franz Henry
1792  



Franz Henry

1792  
Tachygraphy, or a method of 

shorthand which allows
writing down as quickly as 

people speak



Graphodromia, or an art 
of fast writing. An essay 
by G.Astier, changed 
and adapted for the 
Russian language by 
baron Modest Korf

Korf shorthand

1820



Anonymous 
shorthand

1844  
Shorthand, or an art of 

writing as fast as speaking. 
In Russian and French



S.P.K. 1848
A shorthand alphabet, or an initial guide to learning an art of writing 
as fast as speaking using a method of  presenting letters with dots and 

strokes



Ivanin M.       1858 
«On stenography, or an art of fast writing applied to 

the Russian language» 



Shevlyakov A., Glyuske A.
Shorthand samples in 
words in Shevlyakov 

system
1866



Zhivotovsky I.
1898 

Writing lessons



Tornau  N., 
Zeibig   J.  

1863

The first Russian book in 
Gabelsberger shorthand

 



Paulson I.
and

Messer Y.
1864

Russian shorthand, 
or stenography, 
developed from 

Stolze basics



Ustinov I. 
 

1869

A guide to 
practical 

learning of 
Russian 

shorthand in 
Gabelsberger 

system



Temnikov F.

1872

A guide to 
learning 

shorthand in 20 
lessons without a 

teacher



Olykhin 
Pavel Matveevich 

1866
A guide to 

Russian 
shorthand

Olykhin’s pupil 
Snitkina 

(in marriage 
Dostoevskaya) 

Anna Grigorievna



Fyodor Mikhailovich and Anna Grigorievna Dostoevsky in the 70s XIX century



Unknown Dostoevsky. E-journal

2018  № 2



Rogov S., 
Sablin A., 
Shterkel I.

2012

About decoding 
of handwritten 

historical 
documents



Dlussky S. 
1874

A Russian 
shorthand reader



Cherdantsev N. 
1915

A Stolze  shorthand 
textbook



Gusev N.

(Leo Tolstoy’s 
assistant)



Krulev N.
1908 

A Gabelsberger 
shorthand textbook



 Yurkovsky 
А.M.
1924 



Terne M.
1874

A textbook of 
Russian shorthand, 

or stenography based 
on pronouncing 

(without characters)



Sergievskaya E. 
1921

A shorthand 
course



Raymiller I.
1930

A syllabic shorthand 
textbook 



Gildebrand A.
1927

A phonostenography 
self-study



Ershov 
Nickolas Andreevich, 

1880

An overview of Russian 
shorthand systems



Braikovsky А. 
Prokudaev 

М.
  1868

Shorthand



Gershits А.
1889 

Common shorthand



Kaminsky V. 
 1891 

A self-study of Russian 
shorthand, or an art of 

writing as fast as we 
speak. Roller system



1907

The first Russian 
sign alphabet

Perevoshchikov N.



Chedaev А.
1916

Shorthand



 Zdanovich А.
 Izmozik V.

Forty years in 
secret service

Life and 
adventures of 
Vladimir 
Krivosh
2007

.



Vladimir 
Ivanovich

Krivosh-Nemanich 
the late 20s
XX century

 



The system 
Krivosh-1893



The system 
Krivosh–1904    
A shorthand 

script of 
Andersen’s 

fairy tale “The 
story of a 

mother” in 
English



The system
Krivosh–1904    

Shorthand 
scripts of 

Andersen’s fairy 
tale “The story 
of a mother” in 
Russian, French 

and Spanish 



The system
 Krivosh-1910 



Musinov N.
1916

A full shorthand 
course applied to 

Russian and 
foreign languages



Goldin A.

 1925

Shorthand for 
self-study



Rudakovsky  I.

1895 

A shorthand course 
for cadets at Kiev 

infantry cadet 
school 

.



Vilyasheva Е.
1900

A full guide to 
popular 

shorthand



Vakher V.
1903

A practical 
course in 
simplified 
shorthand



Mirchink F. 
1904

Simplified 
shorthand 

for  schools  and 
self-study



Lapekin 
Mikhail 

Merkurievich

 1920



Faleev N. 
1928

Staroselsky K. 
1922



Sokolov 
N.N. 

1924

Shorthand for 
everyone. Part 1.



Sokolov 
Nikolai Nikolaevich

1900-1990 



Sokolov N.N.
1949

Theoretical 
foundations  of  

the state  unified 
system  of 
shorthand



Sokolov N.N.

1989

Writing  yesterday, 
today,  tomorrow



Yurkovsky 
Aleksandr Moiseevich

His books: «100 words per minute», «Learn 
shorthand», «Shorthand through centuries»



Participants of the meeting devoted to the 50th anniversary of the State 
unified shorthand system (SUSS).  1983



Collections of 
articles, 

published by 
the Shorthand 

Section 
1963   -   1990



SUSS– 60

Shorthand.  A 
correspondence course 
textbook.
A team of authors: 
teachers of GZOS

1959



SUSS – 67

A team of authors:
Veksman R.,
Kazhdan Y.,
Porto Т.

Books 1964 - 1991



SUSS – 58

The author: 
Gildebrand
Aleksandr 
Gustavovich

Wrote books 
on shorthand 
from 1927 to 
1968



SUSS – 81

The authors: 
Limonchikova Т.V.,  
Kochetkova Е. А., 
Tarasova L.А .,
Chastukhina Т.Т. 
1973 - 1983 

The authors:
Demacheva J.S.
Zaranko К.М., 
Kukina Е.I.
1986 - 2000 



Akopyan 
Oganes 
Stepanovich 
1886-1967
Gubskaya
Elena
Dorofeeva
Olga

Poddubny
Fyodor



Aleksandrova
Olga
Phonostenograph
y

1958

Sukhoveev V.
Terekhov B.



Gerasimov



1927: 
«Byelorussia hadn’t had shorthand until 1921»  2010: 
                                                                                                      «Byelorussians got 
shorthand»



Shorthand classes at the college of 
the Ministry of International Affairs 
of the Russian Federation



“My work involves a lot of writing. That was why I 
decided to learn shorthand. Its advantages over 
conventional writing are obvious: firstly, the speed; then 
the possibility to write down a whole unabridged text; 
and the last but not the least, substantial saving of 
paper. There are other benefits as well. For example, it 
allows me not only to fix the material but also to 
assimilate it much quicker. My shorthand skill makes 
studies and work easier, saves my time and increases 
productivity. In addition, learning shorthand is really 
interesting

Ekaterina Osintseva-Raevskaya



I learned shorthand (and with great pleasure) 
in order to write down and keep my university 
lectures. Such a way of note-taking allowed me 
to record all the important things word for 
word and also prevented my records from 
being read by other people. Even now I’m more 
attracted by the fact that my shorthand notes 
are unreadable for strangers than the 
opportunity to write fast. That’s why at present 
I only shorthand what isn’t intended for prying 
eyes. For example, I need to analyze a 
performance or a theatrical. I write down the 
main ideas of my remarks in shorthand, and 
afterwards I don’t just read them out loud but 
also add commentary and convert written 
speech into oral speech in general. So, when I 
write down my comments in shorthand, I am 
not worried about what any strange person can 
think seeing my coded notes.
 

Vasily Pekhov:



I’ve long been interested in shorthand. I’ve tried all the existing 
versions offered by the textbooks I came across. My final choice 
which version to focus on was determined by 3 important factors: 
a need to get education, my new job and the information I got 
about a school, with over 75 years of history, offering  shorthand 
correspondence courses. I considered it to be a sign that all these 
three factors came together at one point, and enrolled on a course. 
Today, shorthand is an important part of my life. It both helps me 
at work and makes my studies easier. Through it, I meet new 
interesting people. It even helps reduce stress after a hard 
workday. I’m really happy that I’ve mastered this amazing, unique 
and useful skill, which has definitely enriched my life

Irene Kazakova


