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parficular circumstances, vowels were shortened
g immediately before either three
£5 or the combination of two consonants and
vllables in the word. Thus, OE gast > NE
lic > NE ghastly (a>a/_CCC) and OE
OF cristesmaesse > NE Christmas

seventh century as evidenced

Oxon missionaries' translation
el as Gotspel, lit. "God news”
g news' due to godspell >

o/ between 800




/draumaz/ > OE dréeam "joy" (cf. NE
, NHG Traum). PG /daubuz/ > OE deap

2ath (Goth dauBus, NHG Tod). PG
OF eage > NE eye (Goth augo,

ked to /[/ in almost all
kipaz/ > NE ship (cf

or, where no such
kurtjaz/ > OE
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|| short diphthongs were mutated to /iy/, all
g diphthongs to /iy/. (This interpretation is
gversial. These diphthongs are written
S ’rro)di’rionolly interpreted as short
gllish (c. AD 9200), these new
implified to /y/ and /y:/,

were soon obscured
8l produced
essed /i/),




Imilar change happened in the other
Germanic languages, although
earliest records of those

t the new /j/ formed

of PG /y/, suggesting
) fricative at the
/wro:yijanan/
egan




ollowing this, PG /j/ occurred only word-initially
ad after /r/ (which was the only consonant that
00Ot gglm)ind’red by /j/ and hence retained a
able).

lons In unstressed syllables:

q/.
awel deletion eliminated /1/ and
L heavy syllable.

. Initial palatal /j/, /1f/.
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ilar changes of o > eo, u > eo are
erally recognized to be merely a
pconvention. Hence WG /jung/ >
jung/ > NE "young"; if geong
aed an /€3/ diphthong, the
ould be *yeng.

e there 1S
2 reality of this




The development of vowels in OE consisted
of the modification of separate vowels,
d also of the modification of entire sets
els. The change begins with growing
IN pronunciation, which manifests
pearance of numerous
r the stage of increased
phones prevail over the
ent takes place. It
f phonemes and
fills in the
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t Modern English digraphs come into use
)

) (sedge, weeds), hrycg (ridge)

celd (shield), sciell (shell),
hed grapes for
flesh)




gormallly--gift (bride price), croeft (skill), cafstrian (to bridle), fugol (bird), stcef (staff)
een voiced sounds--[v] is an allophone of [f]--lifer (liver), Ifig (ivy), abufan #Gbove),
afan (shave), héafod (head), eordnafola asparagus),

efer
ctimes altnerate in related word forms--wif/wifes [g]; wulf/wulfas [pl.]
aff); lif/lifes [g] (life); hiaf/hlafas [pl.] (loaf)
ostre (L. oyster), ceris (cherry), glces (glass), faesten (fasten)
7] is an allophone of [s]--nosu (nose), wesa (drunkard) cursian
related word forms--hUs/hUses [g] (house), los/lose [d]
idsom)

QuUT), monad (month), py (thy)
O--fcepm (embrace, fathom), wrypan (to

raca (throat, phlegm),

, pliht (plight)
awoer (howhere),




yhen contiguous sounds are back vowels--snaca (snake), nacod (nhaked), stcan (to suck),
aoke), facen (deceit), cwacian (to tremble), cU (cow), munuc (monk), camb
one, c.f. cairn),cUp (known, c.f. uncouth)

Qfiguous sounds are mutated back vowels-- celan (to cool from Germ. *koljan),
aonts--clif (cliff), cniht (knight), crisp (curly), clcene (pure), cnedan
ront vowels--ceorl (free man), cidan (to quarrel), pic (pitch),
beech), ceris (cherry), ceosan (to choose)

il before a back vowel--gncet (gnat), grund (ground),
groedig (greedy), grapian (fouch, handle),

gad (goad), gat (goat), gold, goma (inside of

ROse), god (gooq)
n Germ. *guldin gift bride price)

ounger),langung (longing), bing

dy), dryge (dry), segel Ssoil),

itch), hunig (honey), hefig

slard IPA symbol [j]




Nally--sand (sand), ncefre
A (near), onberan (to carry

pl--singan (fo
, Swangor




ber front )\/owels——feccon (fetch), bicce (female dog),
crier

owels--coccel (cockle, tare), locc (lock of
hip's rigging; c.f. raca [rake])

ounds--modde (moth), sipban

san (to kiss), Wissigotan

ncation--sittan,




To pronounce [x1 and [¢] you may find one of mote of the following technugues help

[k], but stop befote the back of the tongue actually touches the toof of the mouth, and breat!

[k] with light contact between the tongue and the roof of the mouth, and with the tongue still in 1

out strongly, or (2) make an [§] sound, and while you ate making it, force your tongue as fiat back in i

will go, the tesult being [x]; ot (3) take the [hy] sound as in hew forcefully so that the [h] and [1] blend into's

sound, which will be [¢]. Palatal [¢] and velar [x] differ from each othet much as do the [k] sounds ofkeen and coe
Chaldren sometimes use tepeated [x]'s.
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general, Old English phonetics suffered great
anges during the whole period from the 5th to
ih century. Anglo-Saxons did not live in
om the world - they contacted with
pes in France, with Vikings from
g Celfic tribes in Britain, and all
d not but influence the
oN somehow. Besides, the

e English language after
and Jutes were
Rfimes it took only




