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It looks like an ancient temple.
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The scenes of riding competitions in the ancient
circus are depicted there.
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They are miniature marble copies of
the ancient statues of the Quirinal
Palace in Rome. The Quirinal Palace
was the residence of the Italian kings
from 1870 to 1946.
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They were so alike that they
couldnt be distinguished
from one another. However,
Castor was mortal while
Pollux inherited immortality
from his father. Both of them
were excellent horsemen and
brave warriors. They loved
each other and were
inseparable. When Castor
was killed in a battle Pollux
felt so lonely, that he begged
Zeus to allow him to die.
Zeus permitted Pollux to
share his immortality with
his twin brother.




According to the
mythology Zeus
sometimes descended
from Olympus to enter
into nuptial relations
with women who didn't
belong to the realm of
the gods. As a result of
one such visit the twins
Castor and Pollux were
born to Zeus and the
wife of the Spartan
King, Tyndareus.







They were placed here
between 1845 and
1846. These statues
were cast in Berlin from
a model by the sculptor
Christian Daniel Rauch
and presented by the
Prussian King to
Nicholas I.




The columns are made of
polished granite from the
town of Serdobol. These
columns commemorate
the feats of the Horse
Guards Regiment in battle
during the war against
Napoleon.
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