


These are simple texts, but we are still writing or telling stories here. So we can take the stress out of writing or telling the story 
by using just a single picture and putting together some very simple texts for learners to complete about it. That is a really good 
first step. They read and speak.
Another idea is to ask – depending on the level of your class – simple or more complex questions about the picture. They listen 
and speak.
You can say sentences about the picture and stop without finishing it – let your students do it. It can be random sentences or be a 
part of a whole story (use a real story in a book in that case). The listen and speak. (or write)
(they write what they hear and also finish the sentences.)
You can ask students to write the missing words down (as a homework or in class)

Picture based activities.





Children should just experience the story the first time they listen to or read it, just experience it. That is where the learning of 
the language is almost accidental. Stress-free – it’s better sometimes not to use pre-reading activities. Student doesn’t have  
to understand or to know every word of the story to enjoy it. When the story is over you can list your questions or cover the 
grammar points and, perhaps, read it again. Then you can use the story to help create other activities in the ways which are 
described below.





2-3 simple sentences for each picture is Ok.
Students can use present simple/continuous here in 
Movers.
No pressure for using past tenses.
Thinking back to this single picture work we can see how 
just simple describing what people are doing in a picture 
will help learners prepare for this. A key thing for learners 
is to have a quick look at all 4 pictures first but then just 
talk what’s happening in one picture at a time. 
When you are practicing this kind of task learners might 
be more confident about writing sentences about the 
picture story first and if so, then you can write questions 
like these below to help learners to construct their stories 
and then they are ready to tell their stories to you or their 
classmates.

One more idea is to let your students write a play. (instead of writing what the people in a story are doing, write what they are 
saying to each other). Afterwards children can role-play their conversation.



To practice this task your students can write questions or incomplete sentences about the picture for you or other students to 
answer them



If learners are trying to look at all the pictures at the same time the task might look as big as a mountain. If they just think 
about talking about each picture in turn the task will seem much easier.

You can even ask students to draw their own pictures to practice this task.



You can discuss and revise some key words and phrases of the story 
beforehand.

Don’t forget to encourage your students to use linking phrases like :
“then”, “now”, “suddenly”, “after that”. That will help the story be 
more
cohesive.

It is better to write fewer words accurately than long stories that might 
contain more errors.





More detailed work using just one picture. The more you do this kind of work, the wider your students’ imaginations will become, 
the more they will have, the more they will enjoy it because that is fun, they can choose their own answers which is also 
empowering. If they are choosing their own answers, they will feel more confident about coming up with their own ideas.



Another idea speculating about what happens next



Now we need to built on skills – we have got two pictures now. You can see how giving learners these simple support questions 
will help prepare to think of different things to say or write about the pictures when they are doing the test.







9 They close their eyes and listen to you (and  the background music perhaps). For instance 
you say: “imagine you are in the forest – what do you see? etc.


















