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 History of English law

 The English common law originated in the early Middle Ages in 
the King's Court (Curia Regis), a single royal court set up for 
most of the country at Westminster, near London. ... The 
common law of England was largely created in the period after 
the Norman Conquest of 1066.





 Structure of English law

 Within the English common law system, judges have more 
authority to interpret law but are bound by precedent. ... The 
ratio sets a binding precedent for the lower courts. There is 
flexibility built into the system by the ability to overrule 
(usually by a higher court) and to distinguish one case from 
another.



 Sources of English law

 Legislation (primary and secondary)

 The case law rules of common law and equity, derived 
from precedent decisions.

 Parliamentary conventions.

 General customs.

 Books of authority.



 History of US law

 Background. At both the federal and state levels, the 
law of the United States was mainly derived from the 
common law system of English law, which was in force 
at the time of the Revolutionary War. However, U.S. law 
has diverged greatly from its English ancestor both in 
terms of substance and procedure.



 Structure of US law

 The American system is a “common law” system, which 
relies heavily on court precedent in formal 
adjudications. ... Civil law systems rely less on court 
precedent and more on codes, which explicitly provide 
rules of decision for many specific disputes.



 Sources of US law

 In the United States, the law is derived from five 
sources: constitutional law, statutory law, treaties, 
administrative regulations, and the common law 
(which includes case law).




