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Political Parties



Political Parties first emerged in Britain at the 
end of the 17th century. The Conservative 
and Liberal Parties are the oldest and until 
the end of the 19th century they where the 
only parties elected to the House of 
Commons. The main British political 
groupings are the Conservative and Labour 
Parties and the Party of Liberal Democrats. 



The Conservative Party is the present ruling party, the 
Labour Party— the opposition to the Conservative — 
and the party of Liberal Democrats is called 
'conservatively oriented'. The Social Democratic Party 
was formed in 1981 and made an alliance with the 
Liberal Party in 1988.



There are also some other parties: the Scottish National and Welsh Nationalist 
Parties, the Communist Party of Britain and the Communist Party of Great Britain.



Because of the 
electoral method 
in use, only two 
major parties 
obtain seats in 
the House of 
Commons. 
People 
belonging to 
smaller political 
parties join one 
of the larger 
parties and work 
from within to 
make their 
influence felt.



The exceptions to this are 
members of the Scottish 
National and Welsh 
Nationalist Parties, who, 
because their votes are 
concentrated in specific 
geographical areas, can 
manage to win seats although 
their total support is relatively 
small.


