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BIOGRAPHY

- Was born on 28 |
November 1757 at 28 i ——
Broad Street (now 3 - b
Broadwick St. 70 B BB
in Soho, London. He
was the third of seven
children two of whom
died in infancy.

o Blake's father, James,
was a hosier. He

Blake was born here and lived here
attended SC’hOOl only until the house was demolished in
long enough to learn 1965.
reading and writing,
leaving at the age of

ten.



He lived in London his entire
life
except for three years spent

in Felpham. In 1800, Blake
moved

to a cottage there, in Sussex

(now West Sussex), to take
up a

job illustrating the works

of William Hayley, a poet.
Here

Blake began a poem
“Milton” (the

title [paqe is dated 780%, but
Blake

continued to work on it until
1808).

Tho nrofrano to thic wnrb




Education

e On 4 August 1772, Blake was
apprenticed to engraver.

o At the end of the term, aged 27,

he became a professional
engraver.

° On 8 October 7779, Blake became a

student at the Royal Academy in Old
Somerset House, near the Strand,
Westminster, Central London. He studied
there for 6 years.



Victorian Literature

e Early romanticists: R. Burns, W. Seott, W.
Blake



Opinions about W. Blake

"Blake is the Romantic
writer who has exerted
the most powertful
influence on the

twentieth century."

Edward Larrissy
(“Blake and modern literature”)

«bJy1eMK U aHITIHHCKAA
JETCKasl M033Us - BOT 4YTO
IPUBEJIO0 MECHS K
JETCKOH JIUTepaType».

Camyun Axkoenesuu Mapwiax



Largely unrecognised during his
lifetime, Blake is now considered a
fundamental figure in the history of
the poetry and visual arts of

the Romantic Age. Considered mad by
contemporaries for his views, Blake is
held in high regard by later critics for
his expressiveness and creativity, and
for the philosophical and mystical
undercurrents within his work. His
paintings and poetry have been
characterised as part of the Romantic



The singularity of Blake's work
makes him dif/zyeul t to classify.

The 719th-century
scholar William
Rossetti characterised him as a
"glorious luminary”, and “a man
not forestalled by predecessors,
nor to be classed with
contemporaries, nor to be
replaced by known or readily



During his lifetime Blake
received no fame outside the
narrow cirele of admirers, but
was "discovered” after his
death by Pre-Raphaelites.
Had a significant impact on
Western culture of the XX

century. The song “Jerusalem”
on his poem is considered the
unofficial anthem of the
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JVIRT T ERYC Witk cUrey

They met in 7787 agﬂ reer

married in

1782, Jlliterate, Catherine
signed her

wedding contract with arn

y,

Jhey remained together
until his death

n 7827. $he was his
excellent wife

and a true helpmate. On
his
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Catherine Blake, 1805,
by W. Blake



Collection of Poems

o J788 — Poetical Sketches
o J789 - Songs of Jnnocence

(79 engraved
poems)
o J79% - Songs of Experience

(26 engraved
poems)

And other works ...



For Russian
readers William
Blake was
discovered bz
Samuil Marshak,
who worked all
his life on the
translations of his
poems. Though a
lot of philologists
and crities do not

find his

translation




The Little Boy Found The Little Boy Lost




The Little Boy Found

The little boy lost in the lonely fen,
Led by the wandring light,

Began to c:rZ, but God ever nigh,
Appeard like his father in white.

Je Kissed the child & by the hand led
And to his mother brought,
Who in sorrow pale, thro’ the lonely

dale
Her little boy weeping sought.



Variants of Translation

ManeHbKUN MmanbvyvK B
nycTbIHHOM OonorTe,
Bnekombiu bnyxparowmm
CBeTOM,

Ha4yan pbigaTtb, HO bor,
Bceraa onm3kum,

lNpepcTan, Kak oteu, BeCb B
oenowm.

OH CKNoHUICcH K HeMy, U 3a
PYKY B35,

WU, uenys, npuBen ero K
MaTtepu,

B TOo Bpems Kak, bnenHas, B
AOSINHE NYCTbIHHOMN,

OHa nckana nwobumoro
Manb4YMKa.

K. Balmont, 1920

ManeHbKMN Manb4umK, ycTano
OpeayLmm

Bcnen 3a 00MOTHLIM OrHEM,
3BaTb nepectan. Ho otey
Be3aecyLun

BbIn1 HEOTNYYHO NpPU HEM.

Manbuuka B3si11 OH U
KpaTKOW AOpPOrowu,

B cympake ipko cBeTs,
BbiBen Tyaa, rae ¢ TOCKON U
TpeBorou

MaTtb oxuaana guTs.

S. Marshak,1916



Variants of Translation

Bo TbMe pebGeHOK councs ¢
nyTu,

bnyxpaasa 3a OroHbKOM.
3annakan 4yTb CIibILHO, HO
psaoMm BceBbIWWHUN —
OKyTaH 6enbiM nnaLwom.

Kak oTeu, OH 3a pyKy
Marnbliwa

K matepu Ben 3a cobon.
Tockoun cpaxeHa, UCKana oHa
Onta B onvuHe HOYHOMN.

S.Sukharev, 1997

Manbiw 3a 60510THLIM Opén
OrOHbKOM

U B TOonb 3aLwlén, HakoHel,
OH 3Ban, Kpun4an, n npeg,
HUM npeacTan

ocnoab, Kak poauMbIn
oteu.

Llenys, oH 3a pyKy Bén
MarnblLlia

Tyna, roe 6egHan maThb,
pycTHa n bnegHa, 6poanna
oAHa,

Hagescb CbiHKa OTbICKaTb.

D. Smirnov-Sadovsky,2013



Blake’s Crave

Since 1965, the exact
location of William
Blake's jrave had been
lost an
gravestones were
taken away to create a
lawn. Blake's grave is
commemorated by a
stone that reads
"Wearby lie the
remains of the

poet-painter William
DIl 1967 1007 vierd
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Blake's grave

s WEssmm  Jhe memorial stone is
piplile Q@ situated

o approximately

B wuwese =8 20 metres away from

AT;;:;I - E]EPHIA . ﬁu‘ the aCtual qrave’

& iie MW which is not marked.
£ pRERSN  Members of the
group Friends of
William Blake have
rediscovered the

location and intend to
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And in Conclusion ...

* Blake is recognised as a saint
in

the Eeclesia Gnostica
Catholica.

* The Blake Prize for Religious
Art was established in his
honour in Australia in 719%9.

oJn 71957 a memorial to Blake






