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LAKE  BAIKAL IS THE WORLD’S OLDEST AND DEEPEST LAKE  IN THE 
WORLD. IT CONTAINS 20 % OF ALL FRESH RUNNING WATER ON THE 
PLANET, MAKING IT THE SINGLE LARGEST RESERVOIR.   



. LAKE BAIKAL IS 30 MILLION YEARS OLD. ITS AVERAGE DEPTH IS 
744.4METRES. IT IS THE SECOND MOST VOLUMINOUS LAKE AFTER THE 
CASPIAN SEA.



.  LOCATED IN THE SOUTH OF THE RUSSIAN REGION OF SIBERIA, 
BETWEEN IRKUTSK REGION TO THE NORTHWEST AND THE BURYAT 
REPUBLIC TO THE SOUTHEAST.



LAKE BAIKAL WAS FORMED AS AN ANCIENT RIFT 
VALLEY, HAVING THE TYPICAL LONG CRESCENT SHAPE 
WITH A SURFACE AREA OF 31722 SQ KM





BAIKAL IS HOME TO MORE THAN 1700 SPECIES OF PLANTS 
AND ANIMALS, TWO THIRD OF WHICH CAN BE FOUND 
NOWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD AND WAS DECLARED A 
UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE IN 1996.



LAKE BAIKAL WAS KNOWN AS THE “NORTH SEA” IN HISTORICAL 
CHINESE TEXT. IT WAS SITUATED IN THE THEN XIONGNU TERRITORY.  VERY 
LITTLE WAS KNOWN  TO EUROPEANS ABOUT THE LAKE UNTIL THE RUSSIAN 
EXPANSION INTO THE AREA  IN THE 17TH CENTURY. THE FIRST RUSSIAN 
EXPLORER TO REACH LAKE BAIKAL WAS KURBAT IVANOV IN 1643



BAIKAL IS ONE OF THE MOST BIODIESEL LAKES ON EARTH, WITH 
1340 SPECIES OF  ANIMAL AND 570 SPECIES OF PLANT.



Thank you for your
 attention!


