
Lecture 2

COUNTRY and 
PEOPLE



Various names

■ The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (The UK) 

■ Great Britain (GB)
■ Britain
■ England





Republic of Ireland 
(Eire)

Northern Ireland 
(Ulster)



England

Republic 
of Ireland

Hebrides

Shetland Islands

Anglesey

I. of 
Wight

Land’s End

The 
British 
Isles

(EIRE)

Ulster



The United 
Kingdom:

England

Scotland

Wales

Northern 
Ireland



Country:
The UK

Capital
London

Population
~ 58,3 mln

Language
English

Poetic name

ENGLAND London ~48,7 mln English Britannia

SCOTLAND Edinburgh ~5 mln Scottish 
Gaelic 
(1%); Scots 

Caledonia

WALES Cardiff ~3 mln Welsh 
(20%); 
Welsh 
accent

Cambria

N.IRELAND
(ULSTER)

Belfast ~1,6 mln Irish Gaelic;
Irish accent

Hibernia



Density of 
Population:

the Core 
and 
Periphery



The Union Jack is the national flag of the UK. It is a combination 
of the cross of St George, the cross of St Andrew and the cross of 
St Patrick ( Identifying symbol of the four nations).

 The Union Jack



St. George’s Day – April, 23



St Andrew’s day – November, 30



St. Patrick's Day – March, 17



St David’s Day – March, 1



The Union Flag (Union Jack)



The Union Flag
■ In 1606 the first Union Flag combined the 

national flag of England and of Scotland
■ In 1801 the final version included also Ireland 

(the cross of St. Patrick)
■  The cross of Ireland remains though only 

Northern Ireland is a part of the UK
■  Wales is not represented in the Union Flag 

because by 1606 Wales was already united with 
England



The term ‘jack’ was first used to describe the Union Flag in the 
17th century in the Royal Navy. It was flown at the main 
masthead of a ship.



Dragon of Cadwallader 
(the Welsh Flag)

The national 
flag of Wales, a 
red dragon on a 
field of white 
and green, 
dates from the 
15th century, 
and is in 
widespread use 
throughout the 
country



Lion rampant (Scotland)



Republic of Ireland



FLORAL SYMBOLS



ROSE of England





Thistle (Scotland)





Leek/Daffodil  (Wales)





leek



Shamrock (Ireland)





Historic (poetic)names

■Britannia
■Caledonia
■Cambria
■Hibernia



The 
symbolic 
image of 
the country- 

BRITANNIA



Scottish Parliament
Responsibilities: health, education and training, local 
government, housing, economic development, home affairs and 
many aspects of civil and criminal law, transport, the 
environment, agriculture, fisheries and forestry, sport and the 
arts

The initial meeting of the 
new Scottish Parliament 
in the General Assembly 
Hall in Edinburgh's Old 
Town in 2000.



National Welsh Assembly



National Welsh Assembly



Administrative 
division:

Counties  and 
Districts



UK Postal Areas








