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• Euan, from a Grade 4 class in Stourbridge, 
West Midlands, United Kingdom, 
contributed an amazing article to our 
project about ocean pollution. 

• Euan wrote about the causes of ocean 
pollution in and around England, as well as 
some of the efforts that are being made 
locally to clean the waterways.

• Great job Euan!  Thanks for your 
contribution to our project!

















Abigail, also from England, 
contributed an informative 
PowerPoint presentation about the 
causes and effects of ocean 
pollution in her area.

The pictures that she found and 
included in her presentation are 
especially telling about the pressing 
problem of pollution in the world’s 
oceans.



Ocean Pollution

By Abigail Floyd



How does it happen?
Sea pollution is any rubbish that ends up in 
the water that affects anything that lives 
there. 

The rubbish ends up in the 
oceans by people using it as 
a giant dustbin.



What type of rubbish gets into 
the oceans ?

Sewag
eThe waste we flush down the 

toilet is a big problem. 

This is called sewage. 

One year 17,000 cotton buds 

were found on UK beaches.

Oceans are being polluted by 

the ten biggest water companies 

in Britain.



Litter is swamping our oceans and washing 

up on UK beaches.

There are nearly 2,500 items of rubbish 

for every kilometre on a beach in Britain. 

Turtles mistake plastic bags for jellyfish 

and the bags block their stomachs.

Seabirds mistake floating plastic litter for 

food. In the North Sea off the East coast 

of Britain, 90% of fulmars found dead, had 

plastic in their stomachs.

Litter and plastic



Oil and paint contain chemicals 

that are harmful to sea-life.

Ships have accidents and oil 

accidentally spills into the sea.

Chemicals

As seas have no barriers, 

pollutants like oil can spread very 

quickly to different waters 

around the world.

Luckily, some birds can be saved.



• Encourage people to look at the 

Environment Agency website 

and follow their advice.

Environment Agency
Rio House
Waterside Drive, Aztec West
Almondsbury, Bristol BS32 4UD
Tel: 0870 8506506
Email: 

enquiries@environment-agency.g
ov.uk

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

What can we do 
to raise 
awareness?

• Post information online to 

make people more aware of 

pollution.

• Encourage people to reuse and 

recycle instead of throwing 

things away.

• Make posters to raise 

awareness.

• Persuade people to volunteer 

to pick up rubbish found on 

beaches.



Harry and Theo, also from England, 
contributed articles about their research 
on pollution in the world’s oceans.  
Harry examined the idea that every day 
activities can potentially contribute to 
pollution of the ocean.  And Theo 
focused on the amount of time that it 
takes each type of trash to biodegrade 
once it reaches a water environment.
Thank you so much, Harry and Theo, 
for your contributions!







The Pollution of the Ocean & Waterways
Ocean pollution is caused by human and natural causes, 

which include oil spills, toxic waste and floating plastic.
Pollution affects marine life by poisoning the fish 

through toxic chemicals, this is then spread through the 
marine food chain. Trash in the ocean can make marine 
life as well as human life ill because it could carry 
diseases such as cholera and dysentery. 
Rubbish from the city can spread into nearby waterways 

through sewage. Sometimes it gets there by litterbugs. 
IE: people who throw litter onto the ground for no 
reason, some even throw it directly into the waterway 
(IE. Canal) for no real reason. An item dropped in the 
street can drift into the gutter, fall down the grid and 
enter the sewage system that travels out into the sea.



The most harmful item in the UK that has contributed to 
pollution on land and within water is plastic. Dumping of 
litter in the sea can cause huge problems. Litter items 
such as 6-pack ring packaging can get caught on marine 
animals and may result in death. 
Different items take different lengths of time to degrade 

in water:
Cardboard – Takes 2 weeks to degrade.
Newspaper – Takes 6 weeks to degrade.
Photodegradable packaging – Takes 6 weeks to degrade.
Foam – Takes 50 years to degrade.
Styrofoam – Takes 80 years to degrade.
Aluminium – Takes 200 years to degrade.
Plastic packaging – Takes 400 years to degrade.
Glass – It takes so long to degrade that we don’t know the 

exact time.





Anthonny V., from Anaheim, CA, contributed this article. 
Thank you Anthonny!

It is bad to throw trash on the floor.  When  you throw 
trash on the floor, you may not notice, but when wind 
comes, anything will go toward the ocean.  That will 
cause very bad consequences.  First, the trash will 
gather at a certain point in the ocean.  The water there 
will be polluted.  After that, the animals will start to die 
because they will think that the trash would be their 
food.  If they die, we will run out of food.  That is just a 
circle of bad.  So, when you see a piece of trash,k it is 
good to just throw it in a trash can.  That will help the 
environment a lot. E very time you see a piece of trash, 
think about all of this.  If you pick it up, you will 
automatically do good.


