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The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland covers an area of some 244 thousand square 
miles. It is situated on the British Isles. The British Isles are separated from Europe by the Strait of Dover 
and the English Channel. The British Isles are washed by the North Sea in the east and the Atlantic 
Ocean in the west.
The population of Great Britain is about 60 million. The largest cities of the country are London, 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow and Edinburgh.
The territory of Great Britain is divided into four parts: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
England is in the southern and central part of Great Britain. Scotland is in the north of the island. Wales 

is in the west. Northern Ireland is situated in the north-eastern part of Ireland.



 Inhabitants of all these parts have a lot of differences. For example, the Scots are not 
English. The Scots are thought to be kind, but at first glance they are not so amiable. They 
don’t like to compromise, lean much upon logic and run much to extremes. The Scots are 
more extravagant, their traditions are more colourful and exciting.The Gaelic language and 
songs, the tartan, the bagpipes are completely Scottish. The main difference between the 
Irish and the British is their religion.



Great Britain is situated on the islands. It is washed by seas from all the sides. That’s why the 
climate and the nature of Great Britain are very specific. It is not very cold in winter and 
never very hot in summer. There is no ice on the lakes and rivers in winter. It seldom snows. It 
rains very often in all the seasons. The weather changes very often. All this is due to the 
influence of the Gulf Stream.
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