
Families 
around the 
World and their 
customs and 
traditions



⚫ Family tradition, also called Family 
culture, is defined as aggregate 
of attitudes, ideas and ideals, 
and environment, which a person 
inherits from his/her parents and 
ancestors.



Antiquity of family 
traditions

⚫ Family traditions have their roots in distant past, 
to pre-historic times, when the concept and system 
of family as a unit of society was crystallized. In all 
ages and in all civilizations, since the ancient time to 
the present day, families have taken pride in their 
traditions. Before nuclear family systems became the 
order of the day, there used to be joint 
family system, consisting of all the family members 
of two or even three generations, living together. 



Classic examples of family 
traditions 

⚫ One of the classic examples of family traditions of the 
modern era is the family traditions of the present royal 
family of Great Britain. One of such family traditions 
enjoin upon male members of the present British royal 
family to serve in the armed forces. ABBC report has 
announced on 12 June 2003 that “Prince Harry’s decision 
to join the Army means he will follow a long family 
tradition of serving the military.” Before him, his 
uncle, Prince Andrew, had joined the Navy in 1979. Prince 
Harry’s other uncle, Prince Edward had joined the Royal 
Marines as a second lieutenant in 1983. Prince Harry’s 
father, the Prince of Wales, was appointed in 1969 as 
colonel-in-chief of the Royal Regiment of Wales. Harry’s 
grandfather, the Duke of Edinburgh, had joined the Navy 
in 1939, and had also served in the World War II.





Family traditions in the 
modern context

⚫ Meaningful family traditions have always been a valuable 
tool for parents and elders to carry out the responsibility of 
raising children and inculcating into them social values and 
ethos. Family traditions ensure that the warmth and closeness 
of family bondage grow. In the modern context, maintenance 
of and developing family traditions continue to be as 
significant as they were at the earliest times. 

⚫ Social scientists now agree that effective family traditions 
promote a sense of identity and a feeling of closeness, a sense 
of security and assurance in today’s fast, hectic, and 
ever-changing world. William Doherty, a social scientist has 
explained in his book "The Intentional Family" that as family 
bonds are weakened by busy lifestyles, families can stay 
connected only by being intentional about maintaining 
important rituals and traditions.



Some examples



Traditions of Kazakh 
Family

⚫ Kazakhs families have always revered 
and highly valued their national 
customs and traditions. It is almost 
impossible to describe all the traditions 
followed by Kazakh people in one 
article. Most of them are not used by 
kazakh families this days.



Tusau keser



⚫ The main tradition of Kazakhs, which eventually 
transformed into a feature of national character, is 
hospitality. In the Kazakh society, there is an unofficial 
law voiced in ancient times, which says “Meet a guest as 
the God's messenger”.
Hospitality is considered a sacred duty in the Kazakh 
society. At all times, the steppe inhabitants did their best 
to please their guest. Therefore, each traveller knew that 
he or she would be welcomed anywhere in the Kazakh 
land.
Respect for the elderly is another positive with older, 
wiser and life experienced people.
However, the above mentioned national identities that 
feature of Kazakhs. Traditionally, a child from early 
childhood is taught to be moderate and honest when 
dealing served as a basis for the occurrence of 
generalized rules and principles of public relations 
(tradition), fortunately, are confined not only to 
representatives of the Kazakh people. Therefore, we 
offer to your attention a list of basic and authentic 
customs, which are widespread in the Kazakh society. 



. Traditions and customs 
associated with the guest 

reception



⚫ Travellers in Kazakhstan are most likely to be encountered 
with the traditions, associated with guest reception. Here are 
some examples of them:
Konakasy - a custom associated with treating of a guest. As 
mentioned above, Kazakh people since ancient times have 
been famous for their hospitality. Kazakhs always reserve the 
tastiest food for guests. Guests are divided into three types: 
"arnayy konak" is a specially invited guest, "kudayy konak" - 
a random stranger (uninvited), "kydyrma konak" - an 
unexpected guest. All these guests, despite of their type are 
offered a rich table – Konakasy.

Toy dastarkhan - a special form of celebration, organized for 
holiday or during it. Sports competitions, music, singing 
competitions (aitys) and horse riding competitions are 
organised in addition to the gatherings during Toy 
dastarkhan. Very often, dishes of Kazakh national cuisine are 
served during such occasions.

     These are very few examples of kazakh family traditions.


