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� Westminster Abbey, formally titled the Collegiate 
Church of St Peter at Westminster, is a large, 
mainly Gothic abbey church in the City of 
Westminster, London, England, just to the west of 
the Palace of Westminster. It is one of the United 
Kingdom's most notable religious buildings and 
the traditional place of coronation and burial 
site for English and, later, British monarchs. The 
building itself was a Benedictine monastic 
church until the monastery was dissolved in 1539. 
Between 1540 and 1556, the abbey had the 
status of a cathedral. Since 1560, the building is 
no longer an abbey or a cathedral, having 
instead the status of a Church of England "Royal 
Peculiar"—a church responsible directly to the 
sovereign.





Coronations
� Since the coronations in 1066 of both King Harold and William the 

Conqueror, every English and British monarch (except Edward V and 
Edward VIII, who were never crowned) has been crowned in 
Westminster Abbey. In 1216, Henry III could not be crowned in London 
when he came to the throne, because the French prince Louis had 
taken control of the city, and so the king was crowned in Gloucester 
Cathedral. This coronation was deemed by Pope Honorius III to be 
improper, and a further coronation was held in Westminster Abbey on 
17 May 1220. The Archbishop of Canterbury is the traditional cleric in 
the coronation ceremony.

� King Edward's Chair (or St Edward's Chair), the throne on which English 
and British sovereigns have been seated at the moment of crowning, is 
now housed within the Abbey in St George's Chapel near the West 
Door, and has been used at every coronation since 1308. From 1301 to 
1996 (except for a short time in 1950 when the stone was temporarily 
stolen by Scottish nationalists), the chair also housed the Stone of 
Scone upon which the kings of Scots are crowned. Although the Stone 
is now kept in Scotland, in Edinburgh Castle, it is intended that the 
Stone will be returned to St Edward's Chair for use during future 
coronation ceremonies.





Music
� Westminster Abbey is renowned for 

its choral tradition, and the 
repertoire of Anglican church 
music is heard in daily worship, 
particularly at the service of Choral 
Evensong.

� The organ was built by Harrison & 
Harrison in 1937, then with four 
manuals and 84 speaking stops, 
and was used for the first time at 
the coronation of King George VI. 
Some pipework from the previous 
Hill organ of 1848 was revoiced and 
incorporated in the new scheme. 
The two organ cases, designed 
and built in the late 19th century by 
John Loughborough Pearson, were 
re-instated and coloured in 1959.





Museum
� The Westminster Abbey Museum was located in the 11th-century vaulted undercroft beneath the 

former monks' dormitory in Westminster Abbey. This is one of the oldest areas of the abbey, dating back 
almost to the foundation of the church by Edward the Confessor in 1065. This space had been used as 
a museum since 1908.

� The exhibits included a collection of royal and other funeral effigies (funeral saddle, helm and shield of 
Henry V), together with other treasures, including some panels of mediaeval glass, 12th-century 
sculpture fragments, Mary II's coronation chair and replicas of the coronation regalia, and historic 
effigies of Edward III, Henry VII and his queen, Elizabeth of York, Charles II, William III, Mary II and Queen 
Anne.




