
ADVERB



• Adverb may express circumstances that 
attend an action/state, or point out 
characteristic features of an action/quality

• The function of an adverb is that of an 
adverbial modifier An adverb may modify 
verbs/verbals, adjectives and adverbs



Morphological S tructure of 
Adverbs 

simple Derivative
(Base+ suffix)

Compound
(base+base)

composite

Long
Hard
Enough
Then
There
Fast 
wide

Slowly
Likewise
Forward
Headlong
towards

Anyhow
Sometimes
nowhere

At once
At last



Semantic classification of adverbs
Adv of TIME Adv of 

FREQUENCY
Adv of 
PLACE and 
DIRECTION

Adv of CAUSE 
and 
CONSEQUENCE

Adv of 
MANNER

Adv of 
DEGREE
MEASURE
QUALITY

Today
Tomorrow
Soon
Late
Just
Yet

Often
Seldom
Ever
Never
Sometimes
Always
Once
Twice

Inside
Outside
Inside out
Here
There
Backwards
Straight on
Upstairs
sidelong

Therefore
Consequently
Accordingly
Hence 

Hard
Fast
Easy
Quickly

Very
Enough
Half
Too
Nearly
Almost
Much
Little
Hardly
Rather
Exceedingly
Quite
Firstly
Secondly



Adverbs: Degrees of Comparison
Simple (monosyllabic)
-er/-est

Derivative (base+ -ly)
more/most

Special (suppletive  forms)

Fast-faster-fastest
Hard-harder-hardest
But
Early-earlier-earliest

Wisely-more/most wisely
Beautifully- more/most 
beautifully

Well-better-best
Badly/ill- worse-worst
Much-more-most
Little- less-least



Adverbs and Adjectives
(confusing cases)

Many adjectives can be made adverbs by adding -ly. 
Compare:
The engine's very quiet. . It runs very quietly.
He's a wonderful guitarist. He plays wonderfully. 
But 
Some words that end in -ly are adjectives, not adverbs. For example: 
friendly, lovely, lonely, likely, ugly, deadly, cowardly, silly. These words 
cannot be used as adverbs.-
He spoke to me in a very friendly way.
Her singing was lovely. (Or: She sang beautifully.) 
Other words that end in -ly can be both adjectives and adverbs. 
Examples are daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, early. 
A daily paper is published daily
We get up early to catch an early train



Adverbs with two forms (1)
 Cheap is used instead of cheaply, 
especially in casual conversation and with 
the verbs buy and sell.
 Do you like this shirt? I bought it really 
cheap. 

Cheaply is typical for more formal 
situations
to get books too cheaply
to get off cheaply — легко отделаться

Cheaply also means ‘lightly , slightingly’
to hold cheaply by Holy Scripture — с 
пренебрежением относиться к 
Библии

The adverb clean means 'completely'. It is 
used (in an informal style) with the verb 
forget, the prepositions over and through, 
and the adverbs away and out.
Sorry I didn't turn up - I clean forgot.
The ball sailed clean over the roof.
The explosion blew the cooker clean 
through the wall.
The prisoner got clean away.
I'm afraid I'm clean out of (= have no 
more) food.

The adverb cleanly means 'precisely, 
without making a mess, not clumsily'. 
It is often used with the verb cut.
The surgeon cut cleanly through the 
abdominal wall.

The adverb clear is used with of to mean 
'not touching'; 
clear across means 'right across‘
Stand clear of the gates! 
He threw her clear across the room. 

Clear means 'clearly' in the expression 
loud and clear.

Clearly has a similar meaning to the 
adjective clear, in the sense of 'without 
confusion', 'distinctly'.
I can't see clearly without my glasses.
It can also mean 'obviously':
We clearly need to think again.

The adverb close usually means 'near'. 
Come close; I want to tell you something. 

Before a past par ticiple, closely is used.
She's closely related to the Duke of Halifax

The adverb closely often means 'carefully, 
with great attention'.
Study this closely: it's very important.

The adverb dead is used in certain 
expressions to mean 'exactly' or 
'completely'. 
Examples are: dead right, dead sure, dead 
certain, dead tired, dead slow, dead 
ahead, dead drunk, dead straight.

Deadly is an adjective, meaning 'fatal, 
causing death'. (For example: a deadly 
poison.) The adverb for this meaning is 
fatally.
She was fatally injured in the crash.

Deep   means  ‘to a great depth:
 dig deep; feelings that run deep.

May mean ’well along in time’; ‘late’: 
worked deep into the night.
Another meaning –’close to the outer 
boundaries of the area of play’:
 played deep for the first three innings; ran 
deep into their opponents' territory.

Deeply means very; very much
She is deeply religious.
They were deeply disturbed by the 
accident.
Opinion is deeply divided on this issue.
deeply rooted customs/ideas 
deeply held beliefs/convictions/views (= 
that somebody feels very strongly)

Deeply is used with some verbs to show 
that something is done in a very complete 
way:
to breathe/sigh/exhale deeply (= using all 
of the air in your lungs)
sleep deeply (= in a way that makes it 
difficult for you to wake up)
to think deeply (= about all the aspects of 
something)

Direct is often used instead of directly in 
talking about journeys and timetables.
The plane goes direct from London to 
Houston without stop ping.

But
to go home directly

Easy is used as an adverb instead of easily 
in certain expres sions. 
Examples: take it easy ( = 'relax'); 
go easy ( = 'not too fast');
easier said than done; 
easy come, easy go.

Easily in all other cases
It could easily be another year before the 
economy starts to show some 
improvement.
He was easily amused

Fair is used as an adverb in the 
expressions play fair, fight fair, (to hit 
something) fair and square.

 Fairly is the normal adverb corresponding 
to the adjective fair, in the sense of 
'justly, honestly, according to the rules'.
 I think I was quite fairly treated by the 
police.

Fairly is also used, with a quite different 
meaning, as an adverb of degree, like 
quite and rather 
(eg fairly good)

 Fast is used to mean both quick and 
quickly. 
(A fast car goes fast.)
 
Fast means 'completely' in the expression 
fast asleep, and it means 'tight', 
'impossible to remove' in expressions like 
hold fast, stick fast.

Fine is used as an adverb, meaning 'well', 
in some conversa tional expressions, for 
example That suits me fine; You're doing 
fine

Finely is not very common: a finely tuned 
engine is one that is very carefully 
adjusted to run as efficiently as possible; if 
things are finely cut or finely chopped they 
are cut into very small pieces



Adverbs with two forms (2)
Flat can be used as an adverb in a musical 
sense (to sing flat means 'to sing on a 
note that is too low'). 

In most other cases, the adverb is flatly.
1) showing little interest or emotion 

"You'd better go," she said flatly 
2)  in a firm and unequivocal manner; 

absolutely 
  They flatly refused to play 
His view seems to me flatly contrary to our 
evidence 
3) in a smooth and even way 
I applied the paint flatly 
The photographs were lit very flatly

The adverb free (used after a verb) means 
'without pay ment‘
You can eat free in my restaurant 
whenever you like

Freely means 'without limit or restriction’
You can speak freely in front of George - 
he knows everything.

The adverb  hard  has a similar meaning 
to the adjective.
Hit it hard. 
I'm working too hard this year.

Hardly means 'almost not'.
I've hardly got any clean clothes left

The adverb high refers to height
He can jump really high. 
Throw it as high as you can

Highly expresses an extreme degree (it 
often means 'very much') 
It's highly amusing. 
I can highly recommend it. 
She's very highly paid.

Just is a common adverb: it can be used 
for 'focusing‘ or to mean 'a moment ago' 
I just asked you something
He has just come

Justly  means 'in accordance with justice 
or the law'.
He was justly punished for his crimes. 

The adverb late has a similar meaning to 
the adjective
I hate arriving late.

Lately means 'recently‘
I haven't been to the theatre much lately

Loud is often used after a verb (especially 
in informal con versation) instead of 
loudly. This is common with the verbs talk, 
speak, shout, laugh, and in the expression 
loud and clear.
Don't talk so loud - you'll wake the whole 
street.

 Loudly – 
1.clamorously , noisily
2.flashily , showily
He is definitely overdressed, but 
everything he does ,he does very loudly

Low is the normal adverb 
(bow low, aim low, speak low). 

Lowly is an unusual adjective meaning 
'humble‘
She'd been too good for her lowly position

Most is the superlative of much, and is 
used to form super lative adjectives and 
adverbs
This is the most extraordinary day of my 
life. 
Which part of the concert did you like 
most? 
In a rather formal style, most can be used 
to mean 'very‘
You're a most unusual person

Mostly  means 'mainly', 'most often' or 
'in most cases'.
My friends are mostly teachers.

The adverb pretty is similar to rather
 I'm getting pretty fed up

Prettily means 'in a pretty way' 
Isn't the little girl dressed prettily? 



Adverbs with two forms (3)
Quick in informal conversational English is 
often used instead of quickly, especially 
after verbs of movement.
 I'll get back as quick as I can.

Quickly  in all other cases

In informal conversational English 
(especially American English) real is often 
used instead of really before adjectives 
and adverbs.
That was real nice
You cook real well.

Really in all other cases

Right is used as an adverb before 
prepositional phrases, to mean 'just' 
'exactly' or 'all the way'. 
She turned up right after breakfast. 
The snowball hit me right on the nose. 
Keep right on to the traffic-lights. 

Right and rightly can both be used to 
mean 'correctly'. Right is more common 
in informal conversation, and is only used 
after the verb. 
You guessed right(ly). 
It serves you right 

In the sense of 'to the right-hand side', 
only right is possible.
Turn right at the traffic-lights

Right and rightly can both be used to 
mean 'correctly'. 
I rightly assumed that Henry wasn't 
coming. 

Sharp can be used as an adverb to mean 
'punctually', m expressions like at six 
o'clock sharp; we start at twelve-twenty 
sharp. 
It also has a musical sense {to sing sharp 
means 'to sing on a note that is too 
high'), 
and it is used in the expressions turn 
sharp left and turn sharp right {a. sharp 
turn is one that nearly takes you back 
where you came from).

In other senses we use sharply (for 
example, look at smth sharply, speak 
sharply)

Short is used as an adverb in the 
expressions stop short ( = 'stop suddenly'), 
cut short ( = 'interrupt'). 

Shortly means 'soon'; it can also describe 
an impatient way of speaking,

Slow is used as an adverb instead of 
slowly in road-signs, as in Slow, dangerous 
bend, 
and in informal conversation after go, and 
some other verbs in American English. 
Typical expressions: go slow, drive slow.

The normal adverb is slowly
They moved forward slowly 
 slowly but surely

Sound is used as an adverb in the 
expression sound asleep

In other cases, soundly is used (eg She's 
sleeping soundly).

The adverb straight and the adjective 
straight are the same.
 A straight road goes straight from one 
place to another, 

Sure is often used td mean 'certainly' in 
conversational American English.
'Can I borrow your tennis racket?- 'Sure.' 

Surely :
 without doubt; certainly 
If he did not heed the warning, he would 
surely die 
 [as exclamation] of course; yes 
'You'll wait for me?' 'Surely.' 
 with assurance or confidence 
No one knows how to move the economy 
quickly and surely in that direction

After a verb, tight can be used instead of 
tightly, especially in informal 
conversational English. Typical 
expressions: hold tight, packed tight 

Tightly is used before the verb
( tightly packed).



Adverbs with two forms (4)
Well is an adverb corresponding to good 
{a good singer sings well). 

Well is also an adjective meaning 'in good 
health' (the opposite of ill) In this sense, 
well is only used pedicatively: 
I am well

The normal adverb is wide
He opened the door wide. 

Widely means 'in many differ ent places‘
He has travelled widely

Wrong is like right: it can be used instead 
of wrongly after the verb, especially in 
informal conversation.
You guessed wrong(ly).

I wrongly believed that you wanted to 
help me. 


