





liturgical celebration

Christmas Day was considered the second after Easter in
the early Church, and so revered in the East to this day.
Christmas in the Orthodox tradition, Christmas is
preceded by a forty or Filippov post [with 14 (27) November
to 24 December (January 6). Christmas holiday has five
days Forefeast (from 20 to 24 December) and six days and
ends Afterfeast holiday Circumcision of the Lord. Eve or
Day Vigil celebration is held in strict fasting and called Eve
(sochevnikom) this evening, according to church
regulations, eaten sochivo (dried corn bread, soaked with
water).






® But we must not forget that Christmas is above all a holy day, a divine day we
honor the memory of that for infinite love, not saved his Son for the salvation
of the human race. So in order to adequately meet and spend the holiday;,
everyone should be filled reverence Fairest way Baby Jesus. Without that
thought all the difference disappears holiday. Celebrating the birth of Christ,
we pray that the spirit of his love awakened -~ d in our hearts. Let us all

strive to implement in our midst - uth of Christmas. ("Day
by Day". Brief spiritual refl>~" tersburg, 1908).




Christmas in Spain

Christmas - it is, without a doubt, the most important Spanish holiday.
Preparation for it begins in November. Gradually, decorated streets, in shops
and on the streets set trees, everywhere one could see the Pope Noel - brothers
of Santa Claus and Santa Claus. Celebrate Christmas as well before the official
start date. About a week or two at restaurants organized Christmas dinners for
friends and / or colleagues. Traditionally, these dinners end towards the
morning. Every Spaniard in average visits three surh dinnere Aca recnlt the
entire second half of December, in essence, is not




Christmas in Spain - is a quiet family celebration, held in the family. December
24 evening and all day on December 25 Spanish exchange gifts and eat clean
Christmas products. First of all, sweetness: halva, marzipan, anise candy.

In addition to sweets, always on the holiday table each Spanish family present
marine crustaceans - shrimp, crab, lobster and champagne. In addition to the

rich traditional Christmas holiday table attribute is bleached - the layout, the

picture symbolizes the birth of Christ. Henbane can be a variety of sizes. They
decorate the shop windows as well as urban areas. This is intriguing Spaniards
and especially children.

" ra












® French special tradition - preparing Christmas log. This was done in order to
increase and improve the quality of the crop. For logs chosen the tree whose
fruit was preferred. It was believed that sawed off tree trunk has magical
properties and can affect the crop.







Christmas in Italy - the most colorful festival and is strictly a family, a holiday
for children as Christmas symbolizes the emergence of baby Jesus. Gifts are
mainly related to the family comfort, interior decorations for the holiday table
and - gold, yellow or red candles in candlesticks, decorated with artificial pine
garlands with bows and berries. Italians love to decorate the house or
apartment for Christmas. At the door they will surely hang a Christmas wreath.
By December 24, even sidewalks adorn the red carpet and trees in large pots.

One of the traditional Italian dishes this holiday is tagliatelle.
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Tagliatelle - is about a centimeter, noodles, in our sense of 5=

the word. Interesting Christmas tradition is the fact that
the table,

served on Christmas Eve, consists mainly of
fish dishes,

especially in the southern regions.



Important figure Christmas is Babbo Natale - Italian cousin of Santa Claus.
This character has been borrowed by the Italians from the Americans (along
with the tradition of dressing the Christmas tree, which has spread in Italy just
after World War II). Babbo Natale is virtually no different from Santa Claus - he
also wears a luxurious red suit, he has such a big white beard, and he also lives
in the Nordic countries and travels on a sled pulled by reindeer.
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Americans with Hungarian roots differ from other citizens special attention to
religion and church services. Christmas table their rich richly flavored food - it
rolls with walnuts and poppy seeds, dumplings with honey and poppy seed
biscuits with caraway seeds, sesame seeds and anise seeds, etc.

In the south of the U.S. celebrate Christmas especially noisy with fireworks and
fireworks. Early settlers exactly greeted their neighbors. Another tradition in
the cold Alaska. On Christmas Eve kids with flashlights in hand is out of the
house to the house of a large cardboard star, decorated with pieces of colored
paper. Children sing happy songs, and the people treat their Christmas meal.

In New Mexico, the streets and the flat roofs of houses
at Christmas lighted
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At Christmas time in Russia for centuries was made to dress up, organize fun
games, going from house to house to wake the sleepers, to congratulate all
counter-rotated the sun in the summer, and later, after the adoption of
Christianity, Christmas, joke, sing songs. Ended carols general fun, riding a
rollercoaster, a common feast.

Christmas divination are varied and numerous.
Engaged them girls, sometimes under the direction
of senior women. And they were interested,
first of all, they would come out in the next
year married or remain "on the shelf", whether rich
or poor, in general, whether alive or dead.

So many divination related to the search betrothed.




