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Plan
▪The Sugar Act. The Stamp Act. The Boston Tea Party. 
▪The War of Independence.
▪Forming a government.
▪The new nation.
▪The war of 1812.



Trouble with Britain
▪The Sugar Act – 1764 – put a tax on sugar, wine – tax 
collectors into colonial harbours – ship-owners became 
smugglers
▪The Stamp Act – 1765 – put a tax on all printed paper 
goods – put a stamp on the paper – tarring and 
feathering
▪The Boston Tea Party – on the night of December 16, 
1773 – threw overboard



The War of Independence
▪April 19, 1775 – Lexington
▪June 1775 – George Washington – commander-in-chief
▪Spring 1775 – Thomas Jefferson
▪July 4, 1776 – the Congress adopted the Declaration of 
Independence
▪6 years
▪October 19, 1781 – the victory of the Americans
▪1783 – Paris – signed a treaty



Forming a government
▪13 states joined into confederation
▪Congress
▪Population – more than 60,000 – became a state
▪2 houses – the House of Representatives – the Senate



3 branches of government



The Constitution
▪1790
▪1791 – ten amendments
▪The Bill of Rights



The New Nation
▪ April 30, 1789 – George Washington

▪ The Cabinet

▪ Alexander Hamilton – the Department of Treasury

▪ Thomas Jefferson – the secretary of state

▪ During the 1790’s – along the banks of the Potomac River – District of 
Columbia - Washington



The War of 1812
▪1812 – James Madison and Congress declared war 
against Great Britain
▪Captain Oliver Perry – Great Lakes
▪Maryland – 4500 soldiers
▪Baltimore – Francis Scott Key – The Star Spangled 
Banner – anthem
▪1814 – were ready for peace





Questions
▪ What was the Sugar Act?

▪ What goods did the Stamp Act put taxes on?

▪ What is the Boston Tea Party?

▪ How did the War of Independence start?

▪ Who was appointed commander-in-chief of the colonial army?

▪ Who is the author of the Declaration of Independence?

▪ How long did the War of Independence last?

▪ What are the two houses of Congress called?

▪ Name the three branches of the US government.

▪ What important document was adopted by Congress in 1790?

▪ What is the Bill of Rights?

▪ What promise did George Washington give when he was being inaugurated as the 1st president of the USA? When did this event 
take place?

▪ Name two famous Americans who served in the Cabinet.

▪ What were the causes of the War of 1812?

▪ How did Captain Oliver Perry stop the British advance in the north-west of the country?

▪ How did the British burn Washington?

▪ How was the national anthem of the USA born?

▪ What did the War of 1812 demonstrate about the USA?

▪ How many presidents were there in the USA?


