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Abraham Stoker (8 November 1847 – 20 April 1912) was a 
notable and prolific Irish author of the 19th century, 

best known today for his 1897 Gothic horror 
novel Dracula. Stoker worked on it for eight years, 

studying European folklore and vampire legends.

At the time of its publication, Dracula was considered 
a "straightforward horror novel" based on imaginary 

creations of supernatural life. "It gave form to a 
universal fantasy ... and became a part of popular 

culture."

Stoker's stories are today included in the categories of 
"horror fiction” and “romanticized Gothic” stories.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT BRAM STOKER



During his lifetime, he was better known as 
the theater Manager of actor Henry Irving 

and managing Director of the famous and one 
of the oldest London theaters "Lyceum".

He lived in poverty till his death,

So Bram Stoker won the public recognition 
for his novel “Dracula” posthumously.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT BRAM STOKER



      I assume the title of 
the novel is not 
suggestive, because we 
can’t guess what is the 
story about until we 
start reading it

THE TITLE OF THE STORY



          The main story line takes place in 
Transylvania, and some actions take 
place in  London, great Britain.

          We can guess The novel is set in 
the end of the 19th century due to such 
words as coach(wagon, carriage), 
halt(stop), famish(hunger)

Moreover, the author’s creative 
activity is connected with that time, 
which proves this point of view.

THE SETTING



The subject of the first 5 chapters 
of the  story may be formulated as  

introducing the evil force to 
readers through the main 

character’s diary . The following 
row of thematic vocabulary helps 
us to gain a better understanding 
of the topic: despair, hell, witch, 

vampire, ghost, dreadful, ruthless, 
homicidal, desperate 

crucifix(cross)

THE SUBJECT



       The message is about the fact how 
powerless, hopeless the person may be 
against the supernatural evil. 

        On the other hand, the author 
shows the courage and braveness of 
the Jonathan Harker. It teaches us 
that if you are in a desperate 
situation, you must fight and never 
give up, even if your enemy is a 
thousand-year-old bloodthirsty 
vampire

THE MESSAGE



     The charm of the story lies in its interesting 
plot and exciting situation:
    Jonathan Harker, an English lawyer, travels 
to Transylvania to help come up with the 
logistical details for a wealthy nobleman, Count 
Dracula, who wants to purchase a house in 
England. Harker realizes pretty early on that 
something is weird about the Count.
       Eventually Jonathan discovers: dracula is a 
vampire! And he's not moving to London for the 
museums—he wants to drink the blood of English 
people!
He also understands that he’s a prisoner in the 
count’s castle.

THE GIST



      First of all, the plot structure is 
closed:

      The exposition takes place 
traditionally at the beginning of the 
story, where author grabs our attention 
immediately: Jonathan Harker travels 
through Eastern Europe to meet a 
mysterious count Dracula.

      The climax of the story is when the 
Jonathan realizes that the count is an 
evil himself – a vampire.

      The denouement is quite 
unpredictable: somehow the character 
manages to escape the dreadful castle 
of Dracula alive.

THE PLOT STRUCTURE



      The composition is 
chronological, there are such 
narrative forms as description, 
dialogue, monologue and 
narration.

      The genre is a mystery, 
horror fiction.

      The story is told in the 1st 
person narration in a form of a 
diary of the main character.

THE PLOT



       There are 2 main characters in the first chapters of the novel: 
Count Dracula – the antagonist and Jonathan Harker – the 
protagonist. They are full-blooded(in every way) and many-sided:
        As for Jonathan, he’s a complex character too. He is portrayed 
through his behavior and thoughts. We estimate him by ourselves 
through his actions: author reveals his nature with the help of 
indirect characterization. He tries to escape the terrible castle and 
to kill Dracula- It depicts him as a brave and strong-willed person.
       The count is depicted dynamically – he’s rounded character: at 
first he seems to be pleasant, nice, rich and noble gentleman, but then 
he becomes a ruthless blood-thirsty vampire and there was nothing 
human left in him. The author uses direct characterization to describe 
him: we see him through Jonathan’s eyes

THE CHARACTERS



The story reveals the author’s great knowledge of man’s 
inner deep feelings such as  fear and anxiety through 
describing the emotional condition of main character in a 
desperate moments.

These characters deserve our attention and interest. As 
for me, I feel deep empathy and affection to Jonathan, but 
at the same time I’m fond of dracula, his mysteriousness and 
supernatural abilities.

THE CHARACTERS



JONATHAN HARKER BEFORE AND 
AFTER MEETING WITH DRACULA



The conflict in this novel is external. The type of it is man 
against a man. Jonathan harker doesn’t want to die and 
desires to escape from vampire’s castle full of ghosts, 

while count dracula needs Jonathan as a source of 
life-giving blood to become more powerful and move to 

England.

THE CONFLICT



            The choice of vocabulary and stylistic devices is admirable:
            The story is full of emotionally-colored words which help us to 
feel desperation of the main character and wrath of the count: 
splendid, sorrowful, feverish, dreadful, wince, repulsion, soothing etc.
           There are some international words: minute, geography, sir.
           There are also some pro-verbs: carry out, found out, give up,  fall 
in with, put on etc.
           There are such geographical names as Wallachia, Transylvania, 
London, Britain, BystritZ
           
             

VOCABULARY



            The author uses quite a few stylistic devices to 
strengthen the impression of the pure evil.

• An epithet: ghost-like face, burning eyes, blazing sight.

• An allusion:  “…with a smile that Judas in hell might be 
proud of”

• parallelism: “Tomorrow! Tomorrow!” 

• Rhetorical question: “Is it then so near the end?”

VOCABULARY



There are some synonyms: wrath=fury, dreadful=terrible, 
sorrowful=mournful, rapture=exultation etc.

There are also antonyms: resolute-desperate, 
emerge-vanish, distress-delight

We also should mention idioms:

To fill the soul with horror, to drive mad, to get rid of, to 
build the castles in the air

VOCABULARY



There were more than 15 film adaptations of this novel, but I suggest to 
pay attention to the last one.

In 2019 the creators of British popular series “Sherlock” presented their 
new project: adaptation of Bram Stoker’s Dracula on Netflix

FILM ADAPTATION –DRACULA ON 
NETFLIX

Trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=fokdvaYR220



FILM ADAPTATION –DRACULA ON 
NETFLIX



There are some differences from the original story in this 
series.

There no some scenes of exploring the castle by Jonathan, 
also there are no episode where Jonathan was almost 

seduced and killed by 3 ghost ladies.

And the most important fact: in this adaptation Van 
Helsing is a woman, but it doesn’t ruin the plot and doesn’t 

affect much on narration.

There’s also a peculiarity of a modern adaptation: the end 
of the series happen nowadays and differs from original 

end

FILM ADAPTATION –DRACULA ON 
NETFLIX



In conclusion, I found the story striking, terrifying and 
gripping. The thing I liked most about this novel is 

description of inhuman nature of count dracula and his 
frightening portrayal.

I would say this kind of stories would generally appeal to 
such people who are fond of horror or gothic genres. This 

novel is a classic example of it.

The atmosphere of the story is filled with fear and despair. 
That’s why it has a deep emotional appeal to reader.

CONCLUSION



1. Despair has its own calms.

2. The blood is the life!

3. This man belongs to me, I want him!

4. Listen to them, the children of the night. What music they make!

5. despair seized me

6. There was a mocking smile on his face

7. Never did I Imagine such wrath and fury, even to the demons of the pit

8. How can I escape from this dreadful thing of night and gloom and fear?

9. I have not yet seen the count in the daylight

10. The chances are desperate, but my need is more desperate still

MY FAVORITE QUOTES FROM THE 
NOVEL



1. Splendid – excellent, beautiful or impressive
2. Sorrowful – full of sorrow, very sad, upset
3. Dreadful – causing fear, shock or suffering
4. Repulsion – strong dislike or disapproval
5. Despair – a feeling of being without hope
6. Ruthless – cruel, not caring about others
7. Astonishment – very great surprise
8. Tempt – to make somebody want to have or do something
9. Salvation – way of being saved from danger or harm

10. Mocking – laughing at something or someone in unkind way

MOST FAVORITE WORDS OF THE 
NOVEL


