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Houston (English Houston, MFA: [hjuːstən]) is the fourth most populous city in the United 
States of America and the largest city in the state of Texas with a population of 2,319,603 
people in 2017 [1]. Houston is the administrative center of Harris County, as well as the main 
economic center of the agglomeration of Greater Houston with a total population of 6,772,470 
people in 2016 [2]. The citlocated 50 kilometers from the Gulf of Mexico on the coastal plain.
Houston was founded on August 30, 1836 and incorporated into the Republic of Texas on June 
5, 1837, after receiving its name in honor of Samuel Houston - Commander-in-Chief of the 
Texas Army during the Texas Revolution and President of the Republic of Texas. The rapid 
development of the port and railways in the 19th century, as well as the beginning of oil 
production and the subsequent development of the oil industry in the 20th century, led to rapid 
population growth. In the 1960s, the number of residents exceeded one million people, and in 
the 2000s - two million.



                                      

                                   POPULATION
According to the US census in 2010, there were 
2,100,263 people living in the city, which is 7.5% more 
than in 2000 [1]. According to the US Census Bureau, 
as of January 1, 2017, the population was 2 319 603 
people [1]. The population of the city, since its 
foundation, is constantly growing: in the 1960s it 
reached 1 million inhabitants, and in 2000 it exceeded 
2 million. The density of the population averaged 1494 
people / km



                                           

                                            Health care
An important role in the health care of Houston is played by the world's 
largest medical
center - Texas Medical Center, founded in 1945 [177]. The medical center 
consists of 54 institutions that provide residents with medical care [178]. 
More than 8 million people visit the center annually [179]. Another major 
medical center in Houston is the Texas Memorial Germann Medical Center 
[en], where 6 thousand operations are performed annually and 57.3 
thousand visits are serviced [180]. There are 136 medical institutions and 21 
057 beds in the city [178]. In the health sector, 16.1 thousand doctors work 
[178]. Major Medical Universities of Houston - University of Texas Medical 
Research Center



               Education
HISD Administrative Center
There are 18 school districts in Houston. The Houston Independent School 
District (HISD) with 287 schools and 215 thousand students is the largest 
school district in Texas and the 7th in the United States [184]. There are 
also charter schools that are not part of school districts, they are 
attended by 12 to 13 thousand children [185]. There are more than 300 
private schools in the city [186] [187], among them there are religious ones. 
For example, 59 schools are Catholic, they are under the jurisdiction of 
the archbishop of Galveston-Houston, the number of students in them is 
about 18,000 children [188]. In 2012, 90.6% of the total number of students 
enrolled in public schools, in private - 9.4% [189].
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              Events
Houston Livestock Festival and Rodeo

In Houston, various events and celebrations are held annually. For 20 days [216] [217], 
from the end of February to the beginning of March, the world's largest rodeo [218] 

[219] is held - the Houston Livestock Festival and Rodeo [en], which is visited annually 
by more than 2 million people [218]. Another major event is the night gay parade, held 
in late June [220]. Every year the city hosts the Greek Festival [en] [221] and a parade 
of art cars [en] [222]. Once every two years, the Bayou City Art Festival is held, one of 

the top five art festivals [223] [224]. Also every year in January, a marathon is held 
[ru], collecting more than 20,000 volunteers.
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