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Neighboring countries of Ukraine
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Formation of Ukraine’s borders
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Population of the Ukrainian SSR 
according to ethnic group 1926–1939
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Population of Ukraine according to 
ethnic group 1959-2001
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Ethnic Ukrainians in Ukraine by oblast 
(2001 census)
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Regions: ethnic composition
• 130 (127) – Representatives of ethnoses.
• Autochtonal – Ethnic communities formed on the base of 
Slavonic tribes (Ukrainians, Russians-Russkiye, 
Bielorussians).

• Allochtonal – Ethnic communities formed on the base of 
the people came to the territory of contemporary Ukraine 
or people lived on the territories included into Ukraine in 
different periods (Armenians, Hungarians, Jews, 
Moldovians – Discussion, Poles, Rumanians …).

• New ethnophors (immigrants) – Kharkiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Kyiv, Odesa, Vinnytsya.
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• 12 Regions – Number of ethnicities from 3 to 8 
(alphabetically): Chernivtsi, Crimea Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, 
Kharkiv,  Kirovograd, Lugansk, Mukolayiiv, Odesa, Poltava, 
Zakarpattya, Zaporizhzhya.

• 20 (of 27) – regions where number of ethnicities represents 
over 0.1 % in the population of a region (Ukrainians and 
Russian-Russkiye not included) – East (Donetsk, Kharkiv, 
Lugansk), South (Kherson, Mykolayiiv, Odesa), West 
(Chernivtsi, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Rivne, Ternopil, Volyn, 
Zakarpattya), Center (Cherkassy, Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovograd, 
Poltava, Zaporizhzhya), North (Chernigiv, Kyiv, Sumy, 
Zhytomyr) – 18 ethnicites.

• Ethnic areas: Crimea (Armenians, Crimean-Tatars, 
Russian-Russkiye, Ukrainians), Bukovyna (Moldovians, 
Gagauz, Russian-Russkiye, Romanians, Ukrainians),  Odesa 
(Bulgarians, Gagauz, Moldovians, Russian-Rysskiye, 
Ukrainians), Zakarpattya (Hungarians, Romani, 
Russian-Russkiye, Ukrainians)
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Arguments breaking the myths:
Language



Attitudes towards poliethnicity of 
Ukrainian society:

•Positive – 31.59 %
•Rather positive  - 25. 42 %
•Indifferent – 21.31 %
•Rather positive – 6.17 %
•Ukraine for Slavonic people only – 7.10 %
•Ukraine for Ukrainians only  - 4.67 % 
•Difficult to answer – 3.74 %



Perception of different ethnicities in 
Ukraine:

The high level of perception by Ukrainian citizens is 
typical for ethnic groups of Slavonic origin, among them 
the highest level for Ukainians and Russians-Russkiye:

 
• Ukrainians – 59.00 % (61.51% - 6.19 %)
• Representatives of Ukrainian diaspora – 35.34 % (40.39 % - 5.05 %)
• Russians (Russkiye) – 17.80 % (25.92% - 8.12%)
• Byelorussians – 10.36 % (14.97 % - 4.67 %)
• Poles – 8.32 % (14.51 % - 6.19 %)
• Slovaks – 1.53 % (8.59 % - 7.06 %)
• Czech -  -1.34 % (7.22% - 8.56 %)



Give us your opinion about possibilities of people that differ 
in their nationality or race from the rest of country’s 

population for their stay in our country (Bogardus scale):
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Bogardus Social Distance Scale 
(concerning Russkiye)

The scale asks people the extent to which they would be 
accepting of others.

• As close relatives by marriage  - 25.92 %
• As my close personal friends – 16.63 %
• As neighbors on the same street  - 8.32 %
• As co-workers in the same occupation – 20.12 % 
• As citizens in my country  - 16.68 %
• As only visitors in my country – 4.06 %
• Would exclude from my country – 8.12 %



UNIVERSITIES:  LVIV, KYIV, KHARKIV, KHERSON (15.12. 
2014 – 20.03. 2015)

INTERESTED IN ETHNIC RELATIONS:   highly -  11 % 
(Kharkiv – 41 %, Kherson – 29 %, Kyiv – 20 %, Lviv – 10 
%), to some degree – 59 %, not at all – 18 %, difficult to 
answer – 12 %

BOGARDUS SCALE: such people should be not allowed 
to enter Ukraine – Romani, Russians-Russkiye
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Ukrainian perspective
(expert opinion poll):

Date of poll: Winter 2014
Number of experts: 20
Ethnic background: Ukrainian, Russian, Crimean-Tatarian, Polish
Questions:
a) Does the ethnicity play any role in choosing of a partner for business 

(entrepreneurship)?
b) Do you feel discrimination on ethnic base doing your business (entrepreneurship)?
c) Does ethnic solidarity play any role in doing business (entrepreneurship)?
Answers: 
a) Yes – 6 of 20; No – 14 of 20.
b) Yes – 2 of 20; No -  18 0f 20.
c) Yes -  12 of 20; No – 8 of 20.
Remarks: examples of successful doing ethnic business (entrepreneurship) are fixed by 

Crimean-Tatars, Koreans, Uzbeks, Poles, Ukrainians.
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Thank you!
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