


How do people spend their free time?

go to the park work out go to the museum

go to the theme park go camping go to the concert



What are we going to talk about?

Theatre 



Do you like to go to the theatre?

What is your favourite play?

What theatres do you know?



Improvise 

Platform 

Dramatist 

Give definitions to the words:



Prehistoric 

Wine 

Chorus 

Tragedy 







Which of these ideas are not in it.
1.The history of entertainment is very old.

2. In ancient times people had special places for singing, dancing and storytelling.
3. Greek drama was the first public entertainment in Europe.

4. We know two kinds of Greek drama.

5. Greek tragedies always ended in the most important character dying.

6. Romans introduced new forms of entertainment.

7. In the Middle Ages the church didn’t let the theatre develop freely,

8. The first performances took place in the streets.

9. The Renaissance was the time when the theatre developed fast and became very important.



Say the same in one word.
The Renaissance

a circus

prehistoric 

a chorus

ancient

a drama

audience

a dramatist

a character

a dialogue

a tragedy

entertainment

1. Belonging to the time before people began to write down their history.

2. Belonging to the time of very long ago.
3. A play for acting.
4. A group of people singing together.
5. Talk between two people, often in films or plays.
6. A person in a play , film or story.
7. A drama about sad events with a sad end.
8. A show with performances by acrobats, clowns and animals, often travelling from place to place.
9. The period between the 11th and 15th centuries in Europe.
10. A writer working for the theatre.
11. People watching or listening to a performance.
12. A theatre or a film show, a concert, etc. 

prehistoric 
ancient

a drama
a chorus

a dialogue
a character

a tragedy
a circus

The Renaissance

a dramatist

audience
entertainment



Answer the questions.
1. Were music, dancing and storytelling in prehistoric times forms of 
entertainment or were they forms of magic?

3. Whom did they call an “actor” in ancient Greece?

2. In what country did the history of drama begin? When did it happen?

4. What are the two forms of classical Greek drama?
5. What popular entertainment of nowadays began in ancient Rome?
6. Why weren’t the Middle Ages the best time for the development of drama?
7. What did Renaissance people rediscover?
8. What were theatrical performances like before there appeared real theatres?
9. How do you understand the meaning of “Golden Age”?
What time do we consider to be the Golden Age of Theatre?



What do these words mean?

An arena

A high platform for performers

A place with seats for the audience around it

An ancient stadium



What do these words mean?

A chorus

A song for a large group of singers

A large group of people who sing together

A large group of actors who act together



Complete the text with theatre words.

theatre plays

audience
theatres

drama
tragedies comedies theatres

performers

theatres
theatres theatres

theatres

dramas



Listen and match.

Box

Gallery 

Balcony 

Curtains

Stage

Stalls 

Circle 

Rows of seats

Orchestra pit



Listen and match the definition



What are these?

cloakroom

buffet

usher

foyer

ticket

opera glasses

box office

ticket

1 2 3

4 5 8

6 7



C. Born to be Famous

1

2

3

4

5

extra

E. The Places Connected with 
the Poet

Listen and match the 
Texts (1-5) with their
titles (a-f). There is one 
title you don’t have to use.

D. The Longest Play by 
Shakespeare

B. Making Shakespear’s Plays 
Easier

A. The Way to the New Globe 
Theatre

F. The Secret of the True 
Author



Listen again and answer the questions:
1. How many houses did Shakespeare have?
2. Where are they? 
3. What are their names?

Here W. Shakespeare spent his last years of his life.
The house was destroyed. There is a garden on its place.

This is the house where Shakespeare was born.



1. Is it difficult to understand what Shakespeare
 wrote?
2. Who rewrote his plays? 
3. How many plays were rewritten in prose?

Listen again and answer the questions:



1. How did Londoners get to the new Globe Theatre?
2. How did they know that there was a new play?

Listen again and answer the questions:



Listen again and answer the questions:
1. What education did Shakespeare have?
2. In what do people believe?



Read the text and complete it with the word combinations (a-h).
Give the text a name.



ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1. How was the English theatre different from the modern theatre?

2. Why did the actors always perform in the afternoon in the 16th century?

They were round building open to the sky in the 
middle. The actors (men and boys only) performed on 
the stage where there was no scenery. Most of the 

audience stood to watch a play for a penny. 

There were no lights or lamps and they showed their 
plays in the afternoon.



3. How long did it take members of Shakespeare’s company to build The Globe?

4. Where and when did they build it?

5. What happened to the Globe Theatre in 1613?

They built the theatre in just 28 days and called it The 
Globe.

They built the theatre in the south bank of the Thames 
in 1598.

In 1613 during a performance The Globe Theatre 
caught fire, which destroyed it.



Read the names of plays and say which of them are by William Shakespeare.

1. W. Shakespeare 3. Oscar Wilde

A midsummer night’s dream

Twelfth night

King Lear

All’s well that ends well

The winter’s tale

Hamlet

Richard III

The Merry Wives of Windsor

An ideal husband

Lady Windermere’s fan

4. A. Chekhov

The seagull

Uncle Vanya

The cherry orchard 

Pygmalion 

2. Bernard Show

Androcles and the lion


