How to Write a Cinquain Poem
What is a Cinquain?

A cinquain - which, by the
way, is pronounced
“sin-cane,” not “sin-kwane” —
is a form of poetry that is

very popular because of its
simplicity.



It was created by American poet
Adelaide Crapsey
about 100 years ago, and is similar
to Japanese poetic forms,
such as haiku and tanka.



The Rules of a Cinquain

Cinquains
do not need
to rhyme,
but you can include rhymes
if you want to.



The Rules of a Cinquain

Cinquains are five lines long.



The Rules of a Cinquain

It has
2 syllables in the first line,
4 in the second,
6 In the third,
8 Iin the fourth line, and just
2 In the last line.



If you want to,
you cah even memorize
the syllable count
by remembering

this five-digit number:
24682.



Telling a Story
with Your Cinquain
The best cinquains tell a story.
An easy way to do this is
to start with your subject
on the first line,
describe it on the second,
put an action on the third line,
a feeling on the fourth line,
and a conclusion on the last
line.



Title
Subject
Description
Action
Feeling
Conclusion




CUHKBEWH (0T chpaHLy3cKoro criosa
«MNATb CTPOK»)

1 1. HasBaHne CMHKBENHA —
CyLUeCTBUTENbHOE (UTO?)

12. [lpunaratenbHoe, npunaratenbHoe
(Kakown? Kakana?)

1 3. [naron, rnaron, rnaron (MTo genaet?)

14. «<Kpblnatas ppasa» Ha Temy
CUHKBENHAa

1 5. CyuwlecTBuTtenbHoOE (CyTb TEMbI)



CuHKBeH

CUHKBEWH Y4YUT OIIPE/E/IATh CBOE OTHONIEHHUE K
paccMaTrpuBaeMoHu npoodJieme.

1 1CTpOKaA — O/IHO K/IIOUYECBOE C/J10BO, OIIpE/Ac/IAI0IIce
COJACPRAHNC CHMHKBCHUHA;

12 CTpOKa — 2 1Ipu’/JiaraTe/JibHbIX,
XAdPAKTCPpHUIVIOIIINX TAHHOC ITOHATHUC,

13 CTpOKa — 3 r’iaroJia, 0603HaanOIIII/IX [IeﬁCTBI/Ie
B paMRKaX 3a/I1aHHOHU TCMbI;

14 CTPOKaA — KOPOTKO€ NIpEeAJI0KCHHUEC, G
PACKPbIBAIOIICC CYTb TCMbI U/IN OTHOINICHHNC K HCH ;

15 CTPOKa — CMHHOHMM KJIIOUEBOTO ¢/JI0Ba
(cymecrBuUTE IBHOE).




