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FAMILY

• Salk was born in New York City on 
October 28, 1914

• His parents were Jewish immigrants 
from Russia

• Was a bright child
• When he was 12 he was accepted to 

a free, experimental school for 
gifted students

• He enrolled in college when he was 
just fifteen years old

• Wanted to become a lawyer
• Even as a youth, hated the idea of 

working under others.



WORK

• American parents were so 
anxious to protect their 
children from this terrible 
disease that over 650,000 
children in 44 different states 
showed up to be inoculated

• On April 12, 1955, vaccine 
was safe and effective

• On April 25, 1955, Chicago’s 
tragedy
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