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Submandibular (digastric) Submandibular gland almost fills triangle: submandibular lymph nodes, hypoglossal nerve,

triangle mylohyoid nerve, parts of facial artery and vein

Submental triangle Submental lymph nodes, small veins that unite to form anterior jugular vein

Carotid triangle Carotid sheath containing commeon carotid artery and its branches, internal jugular vein and its
tributaries, and vagus nerve; external carotid artery and some of its branches; hypoglossal
nerve and superior root of ansa cervicalis; accessory nerve; thyroid, larynx, and pharynx;
deep cervical lymph nodes; branches of cervical plexus
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Figure 8.8. Superficial dissection of the posterior triangle of the neck. The subcutaneous
tissue and the superficial layer of the investing (superficial) layer of the deep fascia have been re-
moved from the superficial aspects of the trapezius and stermnocleidomastoid (SCM) muscles.
Between the muscies, the investing layer of deep cervical fascia forms a roof over the pos-
terior triangle. Note the accessory nerve (CN Xl), the only motor nerve superficial to (or
embedded in) this fascia.
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Figure 8.10. Cervical plexus of nerves. Lateral view. The plexus is formed by loops joining the ad-
jacent ventral primary rami of the first four cervical nerves and receiving gray communicating rami
from the superior cervical sympathetic ganglion (not shown here—see Fig. 8.188). The
branches of the plexus arise from the loops. The ansa cervicalis is a second-level loop, the
superior limb of which arises from the loop between C1 (atlas) and C2 (axis) but travels
initially with the hypoglossal nerve (CN XlIl)—not part of the cervical plexus.
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Figure 8.7. Deep dissection of the posterior triangle of the neck. Observe the brachial plexus
of nerves passing 1o the upper limb and part of the subclavian vessels. All fascia, the omohyoid mus-
cle, and the clavicular head of the pectoralis major have been removed to show the third part of
the supraclavicular artery and the subclavian vein, Note that the internal jugular vein (IJV), deep
to the sternocleidomastoid (SCM), is not in the posterior triangle but is close to it.
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Figure 8.12. Deep dissection of the anterior triangle of the neck. Right side. Observe thal
the facial and lingual arteries in this person arise by a common trunk that passes deep to the
stylohyoid and digastric muscles to enter the submandibular triangle.
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Figure 8.13. Superficial dissection of the anterior neck. Observe the submental trianale,
bounded inferiorly by the body of the hyoid bone and laterally by the right and left anterior bellies
of the digastric muscles. Note that the triangle contains submental lymph nodes and that its
floor is formed by the two mylohyoid muscles (the raphe common to the right and left

mylohyeids is not apparent here).
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